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bytes

 Articles for NewsBytes must be 
submitted by the 15th of the month prior to 
publication.  Time-sensitive announcements 
must be submitted no less than 8 weeks 
prior to the date of the event.  Electronic 
submissions, including photos, are preferred.  
Send to joanh@wvfarm.org.

YF&R Discussion Meets. Kacey 
Orr will represent the Mountain 
State at the Discussion Meet in San 
Antonio, Texas in January.  Kacey 
hails from Ohio County where she 
runs a small produce operation, 
and raises chickens and pigs.

The Collegiate Discussion 
Meet, designed for college 
students, gives younger members 
the opportunity to gain experience 
in discussion groups, and promotes 
active listening and critical 
thinking while learning about 
relevant agricultural issues. 

Representing West Virginia 
in the Collegiate competition in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, will be 
Amber Huiet, a junior at West 
Virginia University, majoring 
in agricultural and extension 
education.

YF&R Competitive Events will Showcase Candidates’ 
Knowledge of Agriculture Issues

West Virginia Farm Bureau will 
be well represented at the 2014 
AFBF Annual Convention Young 
Farmer & Rancher Competitive 
Events in January and the YF&R 
Leadership Conference Competitive 
Events in February.  The events 
offer unique opportunities for 
members to learn about Farm 
Bureau while earning recognition 
and prizes, and are a great way to 
learn, network and have fun.

Successful contestants enjoy 
discussing agriculture issues 
with fellow farmers or ranchers, 
expressing their ideas to help develop 
solutions to contemporary problems.

Three national winners at the 
AFBF Annual Convention will 
receive their choice of a 2014 
Chevrolet Silverado or GMC 
Sierra truck, courtesy of GM; nine 
national finalists will receive a Case 
IH Farmall tractor, courtesy of Case 
IH, as well as a $2,500 cash prize 
and $500 in STIHL merchandise.

WVFB is sending two com-
petitors, all expenses paid, to the 

Ag & Forestry Hall of Fame 
Nominations Deadline Nears

Nominations for the 2014 Ag 
& Forestry Hall of Fame award 
are due by January 21, 2014.  

The honor recognizes 
individuals, businesses, 
organizations, institutions 
and foundations for 
their contributions to the 
establishment, development, 
advancement or improvement 
of the agricultural, forestry and/
or family life of the Mountain 
State.

Selected nominees will be 
officially enshrined during 
the WVAFHF Enshrinee 
Recognition Dinner in July, 
2014. 

More information is available 
on the WVFB website at www.
wvfarm.org.
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PRESIDENTIAL PARADIGmS

see Stinnett, page 16

“Affordable” Care Act?
Charles Wilfong, President, West Virginia Farm Bureau

The lesson learned from the recent poultry 
farmer’s victory over the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is this: the federal government is an 
entity that should be challenged at every corner. 

Many individuals and small business owners 
today simply roll over and comply with the miles-
long regulatory nightmare that agencies like the EPA 
mandate. They do so out of fear that court costs will 
be much too high to manage and the media will be 
their enemy. Sadly, in many cases they are right. 
However, that wasn’t the case with Hardy County 
farmer Lois Alt. She successfully sued and won her 
case with the help of the West Virginia Farm Bureau 
and the American Farm Bureau Federation. But there 
is a much bigger takeaway from this ruling.  

Since liberals in Washington couldn’t muster 
up the votes to successfully pass Cap and Trade in 
2009, they have been using the long arm of the EPA 

to enforce egregious and unfair regulations aimed at 
small businesses; particularly the farming industry. 
In fact, the EPA has been one of many favorite 
unconstitutional toys of the Obama administration.

So what is the go-to power grab the EPA is using 
to get its way? The answer lies within the Clean 
Water Act.    

Ironically, October marked 41 years since the 
Clean Water Act passed Congress over President 
Nixon’s veto. Since then the law has opened the door 
for one bureaucratic mess after another in the form 
of “pollution” regulation. The problem is what the 
agency’s definition of pollution is, which often goes 
well beyond the terms of chemicals and waste. 

In the case of Lois Alt, the courts were right in 
determining she did not need a pollution permit 

A Lesson in Government overreach
Ashley Stinnett

The effects of the ironically 
named “Affordable Care 
Act”, or Obamacare, are upon 
us.  As of January 1, 2014, 
everyone must, by law, have 
health insurance that meets 
government standards, or 
pay a penalty to the federal 
government. The penalties will 

be a percentage of your income and will be collected 
by the IRS.  Thousands of new employees are being 
hired by the IRS for this purpose. 

President Obama has not been truthful about 
Obamacare.  He said most people would save $2500 
per year through this program. He said repeatedly and 
emphatically that if we liked our current insurance 
coverage and our doctors, we could keep them. In 
reality, insurance rates and deductibles will be much 
higher, and estimates are now that well over 100 

million people will lose their current coverage and in 
many cases will not be able to keep their choice of 
doctors.

You and I have to abide by these Obamacare 
rules, and yet the President, Congress, congressional 
staffers and some unions and businesses that have 
supported Obama are excluded.

A lot of attention regarding Obamacare has been 
focused on the total meltdown of the Healthcare.
gov website – where we were all supposed to go to 
shop the so-called “marketplace” for health insurance 
coverage. “Marketplace” is a misleading term here in 
West Virginia – as there is only one provider – Blue 
Cross Blue Shield.  Shopping won’t take long for us.  
But a much greater concern is the functionality of 
the website.  The President says that he didn’t know 
about any problems, but documents show that he 

see Wilfong,  page 16
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Something to Think About
Don michael, WVFB Director of Governmental Affairs

     Going the extra mile 
to make a positive difference 
in the lives of others is the 
expected norm in the agriculture 
community.  The month of 
November provided numerous 
examples of this somewhat 
uncommon work ethic in 
today’s society that is quite 

commonplace among those associated with agriculture.
     
On November 6, Farm Credit of the Virginias and 

Farm Bureau joined together to provide Congresswoman 
Shelley Moore Capito and staffers Victoria Weaver and 
Todd Gunter with an up-close look at agriculture at its 
best via the Perk Farm Organic Dairy and TTT Angus 
in Greenbrier County.  You never get a second chance 
to make a first impression.    First impressions made by 
Rem Perkins and Sam, Ben and Byron Tuckwiller were 
ones exemplified by passion, pride and commitment, 
going the extra mile in helping to feed our nation.  

     
On November 8-10 Farm Bureau members, staff 

and guests, converged on the Flatwoods Days Hotel 
for their 94th Annual Meeting.  For many it was a 
sacrifice of excellent harvest weather, going the extra 
mile to share in educational updates, great fellowship 
and the development of policy to guide legislative 
and congressional efforts in the year to come.  Two 
premier examples of extra-milers can be found in 2013 
Distinguished Service Award Winners Mary Clay 
of Greenbrier County and William “Bill” Parker of 
Hampshire County.  Mary’s and Bill’s commitment 
to agriculture and tireless efforts in making a positive 
difference provide an example for all to follow.  We 
appreciate our members and guests who made this 
annual event a priority, including Congresswoman 
Shelley Moore Capito; Congressman Nick Rahall; 
Agriculture Commissioner Walt Helmick; Senators 
Donna Boley and Ron Miller; and Delegates Ray 
Canterbury, Bill Hartman and “Woody” Ireland.

    
 West Virginia Farm Bureau, WV FFA Foundation 

and the WV FFA Association hosted a reception on 
November 18 at Cedar Lakes for Wes Davis, newly 

elected National FFA Vice President from Mason 
County.  A large crowd of Wes’ friends wished our new 
“FFA Star” well as he embarks on an exciting year of 
service.  Several Farm Bureau members were present, 
including Past State FFA President Jim Eisentrout from 
Preston County and Craig Canterbury, Past State FFA 
Vice President from Jackson County.  Another longtime 
friend of agriculture and FFA participating was Steve 
Evans (Steve Evans Genuine Country Sausage) from 
Bidwell, Ohio.  Wes’ commitment to excellence and 
going the extra mile to make a positive difference in 
the lives of others has resulted in numerous honors, 
including State FFA President, WV FFA Star Farmer, 
and our state’s first national FFA officer in 39 years!  
Congrats again Wes. 

     
Recent legislative interim discussions focused 

on the necessity of the application of the oil and gas 
conservation law, and lease integration principles.  The 
November 19 interim session showcased three farmers/
Farm Bureau members going the extra mile to represent 
and serve our membership, balancing family, farm 
and professional careers to provide written and verbal 
testimony before Judiciary Subcommittee B.  Executive 
Secretary Steve Butler, Region 4 Director David Ash 
and Natural Resources Chair Joe Hatton detailed 
surface owner and/or mineral/royalty owner needs and 
concerns, including new policy approved at our recent 
Annual Meeting.  David Ash actually made a one-day, 
round-trip from the Washington, D.C. area to provide 
lead testimony for the Farm Bureau presentation! 
Alvin Engelke, Region 6 Director, also attended the 
meeting.  Thanks to all, and to Joan Harman, WVFB 
Public Relations Director, for covering the event and 
consistently going the extra mile to showcase agriculture.

   
  ‘Tis the Season and I am reminded of words from 

Elvis Presley’s The Wonderful World of Christmas – 
“The wonderful world of Christmas, is a wonderful 
world to behold.  The wonderful world of Christmas, 
is made for the young and the old . . . Listen to those 
wondrous bells and you’ll hear them say, open up your 
hearts to all, on this holy day.”  Here’s wishing you 
God’s richest blessings during this wonderful world of 
CHRISTmas – KEEP SMILING FRIENDS.              
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I am On Your Side®
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Steve Uhlman | Sponsor Relations Sales Manager
Nationwide Insurance 
614-332-4945

uhlmas@nationwide.com

Nationwide’s 2013 National Policyholder 
Conference, held August 26-27 in Des Moines, 
IA, was attended by farm bureau leaders across 
several state lines.  Participants joined leaders from 
Nationwide Agribusiness, Nationwide Insurance and 
Nationwide Board of Directors for an exchange of 
insights in agricultural and insurance issues.  The 
meeting serves as a platform to keep Nationwide in 
tune with members’ needs and expectations and to 
allow policyholders a voice in the member-driven 
organization. 

As sponsors of Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company, Farm Bureau partners continue to advocate 
not only its policies and services, but also recommend 
that members partner with Nationwide to serve their 
insurance needs.

In turn, members play a role in shaping the 
coverages that Nationwide provides. For more than 
60 years, Farm Bureau leaders from around the 
country have voiced their suggestions and questions 
directly to company leaders at Nationwide’s 
policyholder conferences.

Policyholder suggestions at these conferences have 
directly impacted Nationwide policy innovations 
such as coverages for pollution liability, agritourism 
activities, fixed equipment breakdown, and defense 
against unwarranted animal cruelty lawsuits. 
Other changes resulting from customer input have 
included implementation of Farm Bureau member 
status on Nationwide auto policies and proof-of-
insurance cards, member discounts on a broad 

range of Nationwide policies, and the auto accident 
forgiveness option.  

Similar conferences are conducted locally by 
Nationwide each year for the nine Farm Bureaus that 
sponsor the company.

Attending this year’s conference from West 
Virginia was Clyde Bailey of Kanawha County.

Farm Bureau Leaders Share Ideas 
with Nationwide at National 
Policyholder Conference

CLARKSBURG
COUNTRY CLUB CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

888-424-7611
www.CountryClubChrysler.com

PRINCETON
RAMEY JEEP DODGE CHRYSLER

304-487-2151
www.rameycars.com
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L O A N S  F O R  F A R M S ,  H O M E S  &  L A N D .

From our family to yours, wishing you a 
joyous holiday season and a proserous new year.

NMLS# 456965

Happy
  Holidays

OFFICES LOCATED THROUGHOUT WEST VIRGINIA

800.919.FARM
FARMCREDITOFVIRGINIAS .COM
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866-688-4274
www.MilestoneSolar.com

      While conventional emergency generators 
can cost you $10,000 or more installed, a solar 
array with sealed battery backup pays you 
thousands more.
     In federal and state tax credits or grants. In
 electric bill savings. In added property value.
     And with no moving parts, a sealed high-tech 
battery bank and a 25-year manufacturer’s 
warranty, you should never have to pay a penny 
for repairs, maintenance or refueling.
     So why pay thousands for an emergency 
generator when there’s an emergency generator 
system that pays you?

One emergency generating system 
comes with this standard equipment

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1

PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR 
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Offer available through 4/1/14. Available on all 2013 and 2014 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with some 
other offers, including private offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a 
minimum of 60 days will be eligible to receive a certifi cate. Customers can 
obtain certifi cates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo 
are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and 
are used herein under license by General Motors.

HUNTINGTON
DUTCH MILLER CHEVROLET

866-466-4992
www.dutchmillerchevy.net

MARTINSBURG
APPLE VALLEY CHEVROLET

888-701-5680
www.applevalleychevy.com

OAK HILL
KING COAL CHEVROLET CO.

877-852-6185
kingcoalchevy.com

PRINCETON
RAMEY CHEVY PRINCETON

304-425-2134
www.rameycars.com

RANSON
GUY’S BUICK-GMC, INC.

800-401-5459
www.guysgmc.com

THE NEXT GENERATION OF BALING HAS ARRIVED 

1-866-716-0551        

Route 219 North HC37 

304-645-1711
WWW.BOONETRACTOR.COM 
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Chicago Doctor Invents

Affordable Hearing Aid
Outperforms Many Higher 

Priced Hearing Aids
CHICAGO:������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�����This revolutionary hearing aid is designed 
to help millions of people with  hearing loss 
who cannot afford—or do not wish to pay—the 
much higher cost of traditional hearing aids. 

�����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
����������He could not understand why the 
cost for hearing aids was so high when the 
prices on so many consumer electronics like 
TVs, DVD players, cell phones and digital 
cameras had fallen. 

Superb Performance From 
Affordable Hearing Aid

�������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������The result 
is the MDHearingAid PRO®, starting well under 
$200 including FREE batteries for a full year. 
Order on our 45 Day Risk Free Trial.

Tested By Leading Doctors 
And Audiologists

��������������������®���������������������
��������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������ sound 
quality and output in many cases exceeds 
more expensive hearing aids.

��Designed By A Board-Certified 
ENT Doctor

� Doctor-Recommended, 
Audiologist-Tested

� Free Shipping Available
� FDA-Registered
� Save Up To 90%
� ������Top rated hearing 

aid online—thousands 
of satisfied customers

� Batteries Included! Comes Ready To Use

� 100% Money Back Guarantee!

DOCTORS AND PATIENTS AGREE:  
“BEST QUALITY SOUND”  
“LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE”
“I have been wearing hearing aids for over 25 
years... Their sound quality rivals that of my 
$3,000 custom pair of Phonak Xtra digital ITE.” 
������������
“I have a $2,000 Resound Live hearing aid in my 
left ear and the MDHearingAid PRO® in the right 
ear. ��������������������������������������
difference in sound quality between the two 
hearing aids.” 
�����������������������

Use Offer Code SB56 to get
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

FREE Shipping Available

For the Lowest Price Call Today 
1-800-873-0680

Phone Lines Open 24 Hours EVERY DAY

Proudly assembled in the USA
from Domestic & Imported Components.

45 DAY 
RISK FREE 
TRIAL

100%
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE

www.MDHearingAid.com/SB56

BBB RATING A
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Shelley Moore 
Capito tours 
Greenbrier 
Valley Farms

West Virginia Farm Bureau joined forces with Farm Credit of the Virginias to host a tour of two farms in 
Greenbrier County for Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito and her staffers on November 6th.

The first stop was at Perk Farm Organic Dairy, just outside of Lewisburg.  Rem and Mary Perkins run the 
1200-acre operation, the only one of its kind in West Virginia.  700 Jersey cows produce milk that is sold in 
stores under the Stonyfield Farms and Organic Valley labels.

Perkins explained the journey to convert from conventional dairy farming to organic - a process that 
took three years.  Despite many initial skeptics, including Perkins’ own father, the farm is extremely 
successful today.

The group then toured Triple T Angus - where Sam, Ben and Byron Tuckwiller explained the business of 
running their cow-calf operation and the pressures they face not only domestically, but globally.  Capito and 
her group were shown a herd of cattle being readied for shipment the next day to a feedlot in Iowa - one of the 
methods Triple T utilizes to stay competitive.  Triple T retains ownership of these cattle, so that they can get 
feedback on cattle performance, thus helping them to continually improve upon their business.

Perk Farm Organic 
Dairy, Triple T Angus 
showcase West 
Virginia Agriculture

Above, Capito and Perkins discuss milk output of Jersey cows

Right, Sam and Byron Tuckwiller show 
Congresswoman Capito a herd of cattle 
scheduled to be shipped to an Iowa feedlot 
the following day.  Tuckwillers use a 
variety of methods and technologies to stay 
profitable and ensure a quality product.
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Left: Rem Perkins explains the 
arduous process to convert an 
operation from conventional to 
organic.  He acknowledges the 
help he received from Farm Credit 
to carry the operation through 
lean times in order to make the 
conversion.

Right: Farm 
Bureau and Farm 
Credit personnel 
take a moment 
to pose with 
Congresswoman 
Capito and Rem 
Perkins

Left: Ben Tuckwiller 
discusses the 
role each of the 
Tuckwillers play 
in their cow-calf 
operation.
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(304) 645-1010 • www.greenbriermotors.com
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I’m in control of my land, 
my tractor and my bank account.

 Massey Ferguson® 2600 Series Utility Tractors.

One reason farmers love to farm is to control their own destiny. In a way, that’s what our new 2600 Series tractors are all about.You choose the 

horsepower, from 38 to 74 gross engine horsepower. You choose the transmission. You choose the PTO. You get the options you want, without paying 

for those you don’t. And with our aggressive pricing, fl exible fi nancing and lasting value, you’ll even have more control over your bottom line. Ask us for 

more details or visit masseyferguson.com.

Dealer Imprint Here,
Gill Sans Bold,

20 Pt. Size to 24 Pt. Size

L&T Farm Equipment
Route 20 South

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-1710
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Susan Wilkins, YF&R Chairperson

Young Farmer and Rancher Update
Another West Virginia Farm 

Bureau Annual Meeting has come 
and gone.  The Annual Meeting is 
always a fun time for the Young 
Farmer Committee and this year 
was no exception.  We wrapped 
up a record-breaking live auction 
and elected new officers to 

provide leadership in the coming year.  I am extremely 
honored to have been elected Chair of our committee; 
Suzanne Wilson is our Vice Chair; and Nicole Sattler 
is our Secretary.

The Young Farmer Committee hosted a Discussion 
Meet on Friday night of the Annual Meeting and 
we are thrilled that we will have two contestants for 
upcoming national competitions.  Kacey Orr will 
represent our state at the AFBF Discussion Meet in 
San Antonio and Amber Huiet will represent us in the 
Collegiate Discussion Meet in Virginia Beach.

The Committee sincerely thanks all those who 
provided items or placed a bid in the auctions, bought 
a raffle ticket for the quilt and gun drawing, or donated 
a can of food for our food drive.  It is our hope that 
our contributions to the Feeding America food pantry 
will help make the coming holidays a little brighter for 

families in need.  It is hard to believe that Christmas is 
here once again! 

Anyone who knows me knows that I love 
Christmastime.  I love the trees, the lights, the present 
wrapping, and I especially love the Christmas cookies.  
Every year when the first of October rolls around, I 
eagerly wait for choir practice to start for the annual 
Christmas Eve Cantata.  I don’t understand folks who 
wait until the day before Christmas to get a tree.  As 
soon as Thanksgiving is over, the tree goes up, in my 
opinion! 

Christmas is such a wonderful example of the 
dedication and commitment that farmers have for 
their way of life.  Even on this most special and holy 
of holidays, farmers can be found caring for their 
livestock.  Since I was a little girl, my family has 
always ripped open the presents on Christmas morning 
and then bundled up and headed outdoors to feed the 
animals.  Before my family sits down to our Christmas 
feast, our livestock enjoys theirs.  

I can’t think of a better way to honor the birthday 
of Jesus than to care for His creatures.  May you, your 
family, and your farm have a very merry Christmas!

“I keep a jar of Steuart’s Pain Formula by my bed 
and reach for it at night when my knee pain flares up. It 
knocks the pain right out,” says Mike Marsden of Mabel, 
Minn. Marsden’s been using Steuart’s Pain Formula for 
about 4 years and says he’s constantly recommending it 
to other people.

Steuart Laboratories originally developed Steuart’s 
Pain Formula for race horses. Over the years, it has 
gained a following for treating other animals and 
humans. Rickey D Snow of Hood, Calif., says, “I hurt 
my shoulder January 18, 2013, and had constant pain 
through the middle of March-doctors could do nothing. 
Within 10 minutes of applying Pain Formula, the pain 
was completely gone.” The cream contains extract of 
the herbs comfrey and arnica in a liposome base that 
penetrates the skin rapidly, says Gary Steuart, who 
founded the company in 1982. “People now use the 
product to relieve joint and muscle pain associated with 
arthritis and injuries,” Steuart says.

Rose Johnson of Hazleton, Iowa, uses Steuart’s 
Pain Formula to relieve the tissue pain caused by 

Mike Marsden 
uses Steuart’s 
Pain Formula 
whenever his
knee pain
fl ares up. 

fibromyalgia, a disorder characterized by widespread 
pain and tenderness in joints, muscles, tendons, and other 
soft tissues. In addition to pain relief from Steuart’s Pain 
Formula, she appreciates that the product causes no side 
effects. 

Betty Brooks, Buhl, Idaho, read about Steuart’s in a 
farm magazine reported. “I put the Pain Formula on my 
knees about 10 AM this morning, and it’s now 9 PM and 
I’m still pain free. I’ve had knee surgery-and tried just 
about every product on the market-this works-I’ve had 
a very good day! I could feel it working as soon as I put 
it on.”

Warren Ward of Pemberton, Minn., says his knees 
ached so terrible at night that he couldn’t get to sleep 
without taking painkillers. “An orthopedic surgeon told 
me both my knees were shot, I had bone rubbing on bone, 
and I needed knee-replacement surgery. Then someone 
told me about Steuart’s Pain Formula. I started using it 
and in three days I had no pain in my knees, I went right 
to sleep at night, and I haven’t taken a pain killer since.

“I like Steuart’s product because there’s no odor, it 

doesn’t stain your clothes, and you don’t feel a thing 
when you apply it. It’s an excellent product and I know 
it works,” Ward says.

Steuart Laboratories,
P.O. Box 306,
203 N. Main St.
Mabel, Minn. 55954
(ph 507 493-5585; 877-210-9664;
www.steuartlaboratories.com).
2 oz. Pain Formula: $14.99 
5 oz. Pain Formula: $29.90 
Shipping or Mailing: $8/order
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Mary Clay, William 
Parker recognized for 
Distinguished Service to 
Farm Bureau

Above 
and 
Beyond

Mary Clay, of Greenbrier County, and William 
Parker, of Hampshire County, were presented 

with the 2013 Distinguished Service Award at the 
2013 West Virginia Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in 
November.

Mary Clay and her husband, Joe, have been married 
for 50 years and work together as a team on their 700-
acre farm in Greenbrier County, growing hay and corn 
and feeding 165 head of stockers. “We start the day 
together and end it the same way,” says Mary.  Their 
son also helps on the farm.  The Clays have worked 

hard to improve their farm and protect their land by 
taking on a number of conservation projects such as 
creating buffer zones and fencing around water sources 
to prevent pollution.

Mary is a self-described outdoor person.  She loves 
to bush hog and says it’s much higher on her priority list 
than housecleaning.  She has been proactive in learning 
about the protection of the environment, taking classes 
and attending seminars and conferences to stay up to 
date on current issues.  She is also a firm believer in the 
importance of educating others about agriculture.  She 
has worked hard to enlighten folks about where their 
food comes from through a number of venues, including 
the promotion of the WVFB Mobile Ag Ed Science 
Lab; Farm to School program; supporting the local 
Farmer’s Market; serving on the Greenbrier County FB 
scholarship selection committee; and working with 4-H 
and FFA.  Mary is also active with GCFB’s Women’s 
Leadership Committee, having served as chair for 
several years; and is currently the Vice-chair on the state 
Women’s Leadership Committee.  And her involvement 
doesn’t stop there.  She is also the GCFB’s secretary and 
represents GCFB on the Greenbrier County Farmland 
Preservation Board.

Throughout her life, Mary has been recognized 
numerous times for her hard work.  During her 30+ 
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William “Bill” Parker is a very young 88 
years old, and has a very long history with 

Farm Bureau.  Growing up in the Mill Creek area of 
Hampshire County, Bill watched his father serve in 
leadership roles with Farm Bureau, first as a founding 
member of the HCFB, and then serving as president 
in 1943. Bill recently marked his 68th year as a Farm 
Bureau member, and has served in a number of 
leadership positions on both the county and state levels, 
including as HCFB president; member of the HCFB 
board of directors and chair of the Resolutions and 
Membership committees.  In 2000 he was elected as 
Region 1 Director for West Virginia Farm Bureau, and 
served in that capacity for ten years.

As a young man growing up on what later became 
known as “Bonnie View Farm”, Bill helped his father 
on the 891-acre spread while attending school.  In 
high school, Bill won a trip to Kansas City to the FFA 
National Convention, and was the first student to have a 
baby beef project.  Following high school, Bill enlisted 

in the Navy and went on to become a radioman, seeing 
action during the invasion of Guam and the invasion of 
the Philippines. 

Bill married his high school sweetheart, Betty, upon 
his return to West Virginia, and they are the proud parents 
of three daughters.  In 1947 he and his father formed a 
partnership, Peyton Parker and Son, and started a dairy 
business, milking 45 dairy cows. The farm also sold 
hatching eggs, Holstein steers and replacement heifers; 
and grew corn, grain and hay. 

In 1952, Bill began cutting pulpwood logs and 
firewood on the farm, and in 1980, he started a cow-calf 
operation.  Eventually, the dairy business and beef cattle 
were phased out, while the woodland work continued, as 
is does to this day, although on a smaller scale.

Today, Bill remains a tireless champion for 
agriculture.  He serves as a voting delegate each year at 
the WVFB Annual Meeting.  He continues to volunteer 
his time for Food Check-Out Day, raising money and 
shopping for supplies to support Ronald McDonald 
Houses.  And he has been a strong advocate garnering 
donations and backing for the Mobile Ag Ed Science 
Lab.  He has and continues to serve his community as 
well in a variety of roles, including the Ruritan Club, 
American Legion, Southern States board, Potomac 
Valley Soil Conservation District board, and Hampshire 
County Planning Commission, among others.

year career with the Bureau of Prisons, Mary says her 
most notable award was being chosen as “Correctional 
Officer of the Year”.  She also considers it an honor to 
serve on the Annual Meeting committee, calling it a 
“rewarding experience”.  But most important to her is 
the opportunity to be a part of helping to tell the story 
of agriculture – who grows our food, how farmers 
care for their animals, and the importance of involving 
youth for the sake of the future of ag.

Opposite page: Mary Clay 
and William Parker are 
presented with certificates 
and crystal awards by 
WVFB President Charles 
Wilfong.  This page: Both 
Bill and Mary take the 
opportunity to reminisce 
about thier many Farm 
Bureau memories.
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SAWMILL 
EXCHANGE

North America’s largest source 
of used portable sawmills and 

commercial sawmill equipment.  
Over 800 ads.  Call for a free 
list or to sell your equipment. 

800-459-2148

http://www.sawmillexchange.com

knew about them for several months before the website 
was launched.  Insurance companies are reporting that 
much of the information they are receiving regarding 
enrollees is unusable gibberish.  And many people 
who received enrollment confirmation from the 
website have not been enrolled at all.  Their data is 
missing. Even more alarming are the security issues 
with personal information entered onto the website.  
Many security experts say the website is completely 
vulnerable to attack by hackers and have been able to 
demonstrate just how easily private information can be 
obtained from Healthcare.gov.

Many people believe that all of this is purposely 
designed to fail so that a single-payer healthcare 
system, totally run by the government, can be put 
into place.  Obama has advocated such a system in 
the past.

The impact – economic and otherwise – to farmers 
and farm businesses is going to be tremendous. 
One example is Southern States Co-op, a farmer-
owned cooperative that supplies farm inputs for 
farmers here in West Virginia and other states in the 
eastern U.S. At the Southern States board meeting 
in November, directors were told that Obamacare 
will cost Southern States about 5.1 million dollars 
over the next five years. These costs are for taxes, 
fees and expected enrollment changes as a result 
of the new requirements. What will the result be? 
Southern States will have no choice but to pass these 
costs onto the consumer, meaning higher production 
costs for us as farmers. Every business will be facing 
similar circumstances.  It seems very deceptive to 
call the legislation that dictates these changes the 
“Affordable” Care Act.

This is just another step in the march toward 
Socialism.  I hope that the upcoming elections 
will put some obstacles in that path, but we need 
to express our concerns to our elected officials 
NOW.  And we should thank those in Congress who 
have tried to stop this disastrous takeover of our 
healthcare system.

Finally, on a lighter note, Merry Christmas to you 
and your family.

because the issue was never about needing a permit 
in the first place. It was about control over private 
property rights. 

Don’t’ worry - the Hardy County case won’t stop 
the EPA or its army of unelected bureaucrats, because 
the purpose of the Clean Water Act, like so many 
laws with feel-good names, is to socially engineer 
society into believing businesses should always pay 
the price in the fight to save Planet Earth. 

Always on point, the left loves to tout the fact that 
streams and rivers, creeks and oceans are much safer 
now than ever because of strict regulations. What 
they don’t tell you is the government is willing to 
step in and sue the little guy into submission to prove 
a point. In case after case property owners have been 
targeted by the EPA after their land was deemed some 
sort of environmental hotspot such as a “watershed” 
or “wetland”. This tactic is rather convenient in that 
the EPA can virtually turn anyone’s property into an 
area needing special attention due to environmental 
reasons. And it’s no coincidence this process usually 
occurs because a property owner wants to create 
economic development. Therefore the issue always 
becomes more of a “we own you” stance versus true 
concern for the environment. 

If anything needs to be regulated, it’s the EPA 
themselves.

Hats off to farmers like Mrs. Alt who refused to 
back down against an unconstitutional power grab. 
Let’s hope more of these future court decisions are on 
the side of freedom.  

Stinnett, continuedWilfong, continued
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Over 120 members and guests gathered 
together at Harold Michael Building, 
Circleville, on Oct. 5, 2013, for Pendleton 
County Farm Bureau’s annual meeting and 
dinner. The delicious meal, sponsored by 
Grant County Bank, Pendleton Community 
Bank, Summit Financial Group, West 
Virginia Farm Credit, Ben Glover Nationwide 
Insurance and Cynthia Hinkle Nationwide 
Insurance, was catered by the Kisamore 
family.

Greg Bowers, DVM, a Pendleton County 
Farm Bureau board member, served as 
emcee for the meeting.

Following a discussion on proposed 
policies, Bill Aiken, WVFB Field Services 
Representative, spoke to the group. Like 
always, Bill brought laughter from the crowd 
when sharing some of his jokes.

Steve Conrad, local board member and a 
state director, provided an update on the legal 
case involving the EPA and Hardy County 
poultry producers Lois and Tony Alt. He also 
discussed the future of agriculture and how 
it relates to feeding an ever-increasing world 
population. He cited three obstacles that could 
stand in the way of farmers feeding the people 

Joe Harper, Lois and Tony Alt Honored 
by Pendleton County Farm Bureau

of the world - climate change, market viability 
and government.  The Alts were invited guests 
at the annual meeting and were presented 
with a plaque in appreciation of their pursuit 
against the EPA’s overreach and defending 
the rights of agriculturalists nationwide.

WVFB President Charles Wilfong updated 
attendees on activities of Farm Bureau on the 
national and state levels. He also stressed the 
importance of involving younger generations 
in agricultural and other civic organizations 
to ensure their future existence.  Following 
Wilfong’s remarks, PCFB president Kenneth 
Harper presented the annual Service Award 
to Joe Harper, who has distinguished himself 
in a number of areas in agriculture, and has 
been a Farm Bureau member for 41 years. 
After the presentation, several other members 
were also recognized for their years of 
membership.

Above, left: president Kenneth Harper 
presents the PCFB Service Award to Joe 
Harper, with Carolyn Harper looking on.  
Above, right, Tony and Lois Alt receive a 
plaque in recognition and appreciation of their 
fight against the EPA from board member 
Steve Conrad.
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 Jessica and William Woodworth, daughter 
and son of Richard and Margaret Woodworth of 
Burlington, West Virginia, were named National 
Winners in the Proficiency Award area during 
the 86th National FFA Convention in Louisville, 
Kentucky in November. Proficiency Awards are 
given to students who excel in their Supervised 
Agricultural Experiences (SAE) as a part of the 
Agricultural Education program. 

Jessica was selected as the winner for 
Agricultural Sales. Her SAE consisted of working 
at her family-owned market, Flying W Farms, 
where she sells retail cuts of meat, seafood from 
nearby Virginia, fruits, vegetables, spices and 
seasonings. She began assisting her parents when 
she was eight years old and today is responsible 
for marketing strategies, customer relations, 
training new employees and representing Flying W 
and MJW Farms at farmer’s markets. 

William was named the National Winner in 
Food Science & Technology. As a part of his SAE, 
Will works at Flying W Farms’ slaughterhouse and 

meat processing plant. Each year, the operation 
slaughters about 600 head of cattle, 400 hogs, 
50 lambs and 50 goats. As the plant is regularly 
inspected by the USDA’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, Will helps to ensure that a 
clean, uncontaminated workplace is maintained. 

During the convention, Jessica and William met 
with sponsors of their award areas and explained 
what they did to earn a place in the National 
Finals, which includes the top four FFA members 
in each area across the nation. Each then had 
a 15-minute interview with a panel of judges 
representing the agricultural industry who selected 
the National Winner in each category. 

Jessica and Will are members of the Mineral 
County FFA chapter, whose advisors are Charlie 
Bennett, John Ritchie, Julie Sions, and Carol 
Webb.  

Woodworth siblings Named National 
Winners in FFA Proficiency Awards
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Lines to the Ladies
Pam Hessler, WVFB Women’s Leadership Committee Chair

Reflecting on what to include 
in my first “Lines to the Ladies”, 
I began thinking of the shoes I’m 
now filling and the many great 
ladies who have walked in them 
before me.   I have learned a great 
deal over the years from each 

of these special ladies (Loretta Ashby, Ethel Nash, and 
JoEllen Blair) who have served as state chair during my 
time on the state WLC.  But there are so many others 
who have or continue to leave a lasting impression on 
me, including Lois Armstrong, Jeannie Carter, Flora 
Turner and LaVonne Goff. What amazing women!  I am 
so humbled and honored to have been selected your new 
state Women’s Leadership Committee Chair and will 
do my very best to continue to promote the WVFB and 
the WLC’s many programs of work.  At the Women’s 
Luncheon held during the Annual Meeting, Mary Clay  
of Greenbrier County was elected Vice Chair, and Tanya 
Pitsenbarger of Nicholas County was elected Secretary.  I 
work with an incredible TEAM of ladies from across the 
state, and remember, if you need suggestions or help with 
programs, don’t hesitate to contact any one of us.

It was such a busy weekend at the Annual Meeting 
that I literally had to come home to get some rest.  Here’s 
just a highlight of the weekend:  The Flora Turner Youth 
Speech Competition was held on Friday evening with 
eight contestants, the most contestants thus far.  Let me 
tell you, those kids were AWESOME.  The 1st place 
winner was Sydney Hudson from Pendleton County; 
2nd place was Anna Cokeley from Ritchie County; and 
3rd place was Jennifer Friend from Braxton County.  
These young ladies took home $500, $300, and $200 
respectively, thanks to Southern States and Denver 
Turner.  Following the speech contest, the Young 
Farmer’s Discussion Meet was held and we have two 
extremely knowledgeable and talented ladies who will 
be representing West Virginia - one in San Antonio at 
the AFBF Annual Meeting in January, and the other in 
Virginia Beach at the Collegiate Farm Bureau Leadership 
Meeting.  Way to go, ladies!!!!

Once again, the state WLC ladies outdid themselves 
by baking some incredible cookies, candies and other 

goodies to sell at the Annual Meeting.  Thanks to all 
those attendees who stopped by to satisfy their sweet 
tooth.  We raised $384.75 in sales on Friday and Saturday 
and then boxed up what was remaining and sold them in 
the Young Farmers’ Auction for an additional $170.  This 
money helps the WLC support the AFBF Foundation’s 
White-Reinhardt Education Fund.  

I was ecstatic to see so many of the counties submit 
photos for the photo contest this year.  We had 69 total 
photos for the three categories, the most ever since 
we started this contest.  First place winners were: 
FB Activity: Jeffrey Brown, Wetzel County; Funny, 
Comical: Rosella Call, Cabell County; Rural Scene: 
Donald Jackson, Wood County.  Second place winners 
were:  FB Activity: Sue Galloway, Wood County; Funny, 
Comical: Jeffrey Brown, Wetzel County; Rural Scene: 
James Hileman, Tyler County.  The third place winners 
were:  FB Activity: Brenda Dorsey, Wetzel County; 
Funny, Comical: Jonathan Brown, Wetzel County; 
Rural Scene: John McCoy, Pendleton County.   Please 
continue to take those photos and submit them to next 
year’s contest and consider keeping a county scrapbook 
if you don’t already.  Lewis, Wood, Wetzel and Upshur 
Counties were recognized for submitting scrapbooks this 
year.  We also had counties submit safety scrapbooks 
with 1st Place going to Wood County, 2nd Place – Wetzel 
County, and 3rd Place - Monongalia County.  Winners of 
the Safety Poster Contest were:   1st Place - Roger Wigal, 
Wood County; 2nd Place - Robyn Yeager, Wetzel County; 
and 3rd Place - Kathleen Smith, Marion County.

At our Women’s Luncheon on Saturday, the 
Honorable Shelley Moore Capito spoke to us and 
encouraged and empowered us to tell our stories and 
stay involved in our communities.   Although the holiday 
season brings lots of hustle and bustle, it is a good time 
of the year to organize your Food Check-Out and Ag in 
the Classroom plans for next year and get the Agriculture 
in West Virginia Poster Contest going in your county if 
you haven’t already.  

As I try to hit the ground running, my immediate 

see Ladies, page 21
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MCCONNELLSBURG MOTOR & IMPLEMENT
875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA • (717) 485-3181

lylemm@earthlink.net • www.mcmoim.com

Disk Mower - 10 1/2 ft. 3 pt. 
$5,000

SHOP RATE $55 per hour

23 HP
to

100 HP

TRACTOR SPECIAL!

TRACTORS
5 year Warranty
Second to None!

Tractors Starting at 23 HP 
4x4 $12,500 with loader

Sizes up to 100 hp

WEST VIRGINIA 
ROYALTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

WVROA
We need YOUR help!

Legislation that will take away surface 
owner’s and mineral owner’s rights

has been introduced
HB3151 - introduced by Tim Manchin

HB 616 - introduced by Brooks McCabe

THESE BILLS ATTACK 
PROPERTY RIGHTS

Stop the “big gas corporation” 
agenda!  JOIN US!

WVROA
PO Box 5010

Fairmont, WV 26555
304-363-0239 - WVaMOA@gmail.com - wvroa.com

304.258.4733www.mtvSolar.com
Mountain View Solar
Free Site Evaluation The Most Trusted Names In Solar

The Gift That Makes A DifferenceThe Gift That Makes A Difference
SOLARSOLAR

• 30% Federal Tax Credit; REAP Grant Options

• Reduce Your Monthly Energy/Utility Cost

• Protect Against Rising Cost Of Electricity

• Increase The Value Of Your Property

• Protect The Planet By Generating Clean Energy

• Add More Clean Energy To The Grid - Net Metering

Smooth. Agile.

And fl exes its muscle for H E A V Y  lifting.

MASSEY FERGUSON  is a worldwide brand of AGCO.

INTRODUCING the Massey Ferguson® 4600 Series. Our new mid-range 

tractor was designed with the unique combo of power and maneuverability 

so vital for hay, livestock and poultry operations. At its core is the new power 

shuttle transmission. During loader work, it lets you go forward and reverse 

over and over without clutching. Just another example of how we’re using 

global innovation to help you farm your world. Discover the new 4600 Series 

at your dealer or masseyferguson.us.

The power shuttle control 

lever is well within reach for 

easy operation.

©2013 AGCO Corporation, 4205 River Green Parkway, Duluth, GA 30096 (877) 525-4384.  MF13C001TCG

Lemon’s Farm Equipment
42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV

304-863-3469 • www.lemonsfarmequipment.com
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1-800-690-2780
www.UrseAUtos.com
14 tygArt mAll looP 
white hAll, wV 

Ask For troy sheets 
Commercial Business Manager  304-629-5631

The #1 Ram DealeR In The STaTe!
All-New 2014 rAm 
heAVy DUty 4X4

Plus tax, title license and fees. *$8500 Off includes all available incentives.

up to

$8500 
 off msrp*

oVer 140 rAms iN stock!

FAIRMONT
TRAILER CITY INC

877-966-7104
www.TrailerCityInc.com

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS
HERITAGE FEATHERLITE

800-518-7743
www.heritagefeatherlite.com

plans are to work with Joan Harman to build a Women’s 
Leadership Committee page on the WVFB website.  
This will include the various contest rules and programs 
we work on throughout the year as well as pictures at 
events, a list of agriculture books available at the state 
office for your ag in the classroom activities, and how 
to contact your regional chairs and any of the WLC 
officers, etc.  My hope is the WLC page will be a tool for 
you to access information quickly to help you with the 
programs in your counties.

Now, let me close by wishing you a safe and 
WONDERFUL holiday season!  May it be filled with 
joy, laughter, and the great smells of the season!

Blessings from my home to yours!

Pam
pjhessler@aol.com

Ladies, continued
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Nothing says home for the holidays like the smell of treats baking in the oven and a crowded kitchen filled with 
loved ones. Whether making decades-old family favorites or starting new holiday baking traditions, you can create 
homemade holiday goodies in a (ginger) snap. 

“The holidays are a time when families are in the kitchen at record rates to bake cookies, build gingerbread houses 
and create a wide variety of sweet treats,” says Nancy Siler, vice president of consumer affairs at Wilton. “The 
good news is, even if you only have 30 minutes to spare during this hectic time, you can make amazing desserts for 
gatherings or gifting.” Try these easy treat ideas from Wilton to spread holiday cheer: 
n Holiday Helpers: Invite family and friends for a cookie decorating day to help prepare gifts for upcoming 

events. You provide the Sparkling Sugars and Sprinkles, Peppermint Twisted Sticks and red and green icing ... 
everyone else provides the creativity.
n Miracle on Your Street: Crunched for time with a party to attend? Pick up ready-to-eat cookies and artfully 

dip them in red and green Candy Melts candy for an elegant upgrade. No one has to know how simple it was to create 
a customized dessert.
n Instant Snowman: Coat peanut butter sandwich cookies in white Candy Melts candy to create instant 

snowmen. Decorate with hats, scarves and, of course, carrot noses.
n It’s a Wrap: Turn your homemade treats into gourmet gifts. Stock up on holiday-themed gift bags and boxes, 

colorful tissue paper, ribbons and tags to transform made-from-the-heart goodies into extra special gifts. 
For more holiday ideas and inspiration, visit www.wilton.com. 

Cheery Cereal Tree Treats 
Makes about 12 treats
 1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter or  

margarine
 4 cups mini marshmallows
 Juniper or Leaf Green Icing  

Color
 6 cups crisp rice cereal
 White Cookie Icing
 Jumbo Rainbow Nonpareils,  

Sprinkles or Sugars, as desired
Prepare 3D Silicone Tree Mold 

and silicone spatula or wooden 
spoon with vegetable pan spray. 

In large saucepan, melt butter. 
Add marsh mallows; cook and stir 
until melted. Tint with icing color. 
Remove from heat and add cereal; 
mix well. Press into prepared mold. 
When cool to touch, remove from 
mold. (If mixture becomes hard 
to work with, microwave at 50 
percent power for 30 to 60 seconds 
to soften.)

Heat Cookie Icing following 
label direc tions. Squeeze snow and 
garlands on trees; add sprinkles and 
sugars as desired. Let dry. 
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Sweet Snowmen Cookies
White, Red, Green, Black and Orange Candy Melts 

Candy
Peanut butter sandwich cookies
Holiday Confetti, Holiday and Snowflake Mix 

Sprinkles
Cinnamon Drops
Black Sugar Pearls
Silver Pearlized Sugar
Melt white Candy Melts candy following package 

instruc tions. Place cookies on cooling grid positioned 
over parchment-lined cookie sheet. Spoon melted candy 
over top surface of cookie; chill 5 to 10 minutes or until 
set. Turn cookies over, candy side down, on cooling grid. 
Com pletely cover cookies with melted candy; chill 5 to 
10 min utes or until set. Repeat, if needed, to completely 
cover cookie. 

To decorate snowmen, melt Candy Melts candy 
follow ing package instructions as needed. Using red, 
green and white candy in candy or disposable decorating 
bag, pipe hats, ear muff band and scarves, adding 
colored sugar trim to candy before it sets. For ball 
cap, cut a Candy Melt candy wafer in half; attach with 
melted candy. Attach sprinkles for buttons, ear muffs and 
decorative accents using dots of melted candy. Using 
melted black candy and decorating bag, pipe facial 
features. Using melted orange candy and decorating bag, 
pipe nose.

Jolly Santa’s Treat Cookies
Makes about 3 dozen cookies
 2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
 1 teaspoon baking powder
 1 teaspoon salt
 1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
 1-1/2 cups granulated sugar
 1  egg
 1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
 1/2 teaspoon almond extract 
 Red, Green and White Cookie Icing
 Red and Dark Green Colored Sugars
 White Sparkling or Pearlized Sugar
 White Sugar Pearls
Preheat oven to 350°F. 
In small bowl, combine flour, baking powder and salt. 

In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with electric mixer 
until light and fluffy. Add egg and extracts; mix well. 
Add flour mixture, 1 cup at a time, mixing after each 
addition. Do not chill dough. Divide dough into 2 balls. 

On floured surface, roll each ball into a circle 
approximately 12 inches diameter and 1/8 inch thick. 
Dip Cookie Hugger or “Ho-Ho” Word cookie cutters in 
flour before each use. 

Bake cookies on ungreased cookie sheet 8 to  
11 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned. Cool 
cookies completely.

Outline and fill-in cooled cookies with Cookie Icing. 
For “Ho-Ho” cookies, sprinkle with sugars; let set until 
icing is completely dry. For snowflake cookie, add white 
Cookie Icing detail to dried cookie; attach Sugar Pearls 
with dots of icing.

Fast and Festive Christmas Cookies
Green, Red, White, Light and Dark Cocoa Candy 

Melts Candy 
Assorted purchased ready-to-eat cookies
Holiday Confetti, Nonpareils, Holly Mix, Colored 

Sugars and Sprinkles
In disposable dipping container or bowl, melt 

Candy Melts candy separately follow ing package 
instructions. Partially or completely dip cookies in 
melted candy. Place cookies on cooling grid posi-
tioned over parchment-lined cookie sheet. If desired, 
sprinkle with sugars and sprinkles. Chill 5 to 10 
minutes or until set. 

Additional decorating ideas: 
n Drizzle with melted candy in a contrasting 

color. Chill 3 to 5 minutes or until set.
n Attach sprinkles with dots of melted candy. 

Chill 3  
to 5 minutes or until set.
n Pipe melted candy bows and other 

decorations.
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