Farm Bureau News

April 2014

2014 Primary Election
Endorsements Inside

bytes
Positions Open with WVFB Mobile Ag
Education Science Lab

Farm Tour Scheduled
for May

Are you a professional educator
seeking a fulfilling part-time
position? Would you enjoy
helping to spread awareness about
agriculture? Teaching in the West
Virginia Farm Bureau Mobile
Agriculture Education Science
Lab may be just the thing you’re
looking for! WVFB is seeking
candidates for several part-time
teaching positions with the
Mobile Ag Lab. All training and
curriculum is provided. Applicants
can be based anywhere within
West Virginia. Candidates must
have a college degree and teaching
certificate (can be RESA certified
for substitute teaching), strong
communication and organizational
skills, valid driver’s license and
be moderately physically fit.
Agriculture knowledge is a plus!

Mark your calendar now
to join the West Virginia
Farm Bureau Young Farmer
& Rancher Committee on
Saturday, May 31st for a day in
Pocahontas County.

WVFB is also seeking an
Assistant Coordinator for the
Mobile Ag Lab. This position will
be based at the WVFB office in
Buckhannon. Position is full time
with benefits. Duties will include
assisting the Director in basic
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office procedures, scheduling and
maintaining the lab, occasional
substitute teaching in the lab, and
other duties as assigned. Applicant
should have strong oral, written
and organizational skills, be
computer literate and have a valid
driver’s license. Bachelor’s degree
required and current or pending
teachers certificate a plus (can
be RESA certified for substitute
teaching).
If promoting science and
agriculture through one of these
opportunities appeals to you,
send your resume to: WV Farm
Bureau, 62 Farm Bureau Road,
Buckhannon, WV 26201, attn.:
Steve Butler by May 15, 2014.
Articles for NewsBytes must
be submitted by the 15th of the
month prior to publication. Timesensitive announcements must be
submitted no less than 8 weeks
prior to the date of the event.
Electronic submissions, including
photos, are preferred. Send to
joanh@wvfarm.org.

The day will begin with
a tour of a local tree grafting
expert's orchard and include
stops at cattle and sheep farms,
as well as a blueberry farm.
Lunch will be included. Times
and locations will be announced.
Don’t miss this terrific and
FREE opportunity to learn
about some of West Virginia’s
most interesting agriculture
operations! Contact Susan
Wilkins at 304-651-8569 or
Nicole Sattler at 304-456-5039
to reserve your spot today!
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presidential paradigms

The Saga of the Predator Control Program
Charles Wilfong, President, West Virginia Farm Bureau
Many people across the
state have been asking about
the status of the predator
control program. I am going
to try to bring you up to date
on where we stand today, and
what possible future actions
will be taken to strengthen
the program.

were directed to reduce their overall budgets by
7.5%. So, in order to achieve their 7.5% reduction,
the WVDA totally eliminated all funding for
Wildlife Services. What was very wrong about
this was the fact that those funds were not
supposed to have even been under the control
of the WVDA. The across-the-board reduction
should have been applied, instead of the total
elimination of this one program.

For several years, we had total federal funding
of our predator control program. During that time,
there were $300-400,000 in earmarked funds in
the USDA budget for Wildlife Services to pay
for the WV program. The money was earmarked
in order to guarantee how it was spent within
the USDA. That structure worked very well. A
few years ago, all federal earmarks came under
attack in Congress, and most were eliminated. At
that time, WVFB and others petitioned the West
Virginia Legislature to help keep the program
funded because of its importance to so many
livestock producers across the state. As a result
of those efforts, our legislature stepped up and
provided funding for this vital program.

After numerous meetings with members of the
legislature and the WVDA, we are confident that
we have funding for at least the coming year. We
are thankful that the West Virginia Legislature has
stepped up once again and provided $200,000,
directed for use for Wildlife Services for the
predator control program. And, we will be working
during the year for any possible supplemental
funding. The WVDA has committed to providing
the remainder of the funding for the coming year.

The budgeting process requires these funds
to go through a sponsoring agency within the
state government in order to be disbursed to
Wildlife Services. So, the money was included
in the West Virginia Department of Agriculture’s
budget, with the understanding that it would
all go to Wildlife Services for the predator
control program. The amount of funding varied
somewhat over the past few years, but the
process worked very well. Last year, the funding
provided by the legislature was $397,000.
Additionally, sheep producers who wanted
control measures on their farms were paying
a per-head assessment to the WVDA to help
provide extra monetary support for the program.
Again, the whole process was working very
well, until it came time to develop the 2014-15
budget. All state agencies, including the WVDA,
4 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

A group representing West Virginia Farm
Bureau will be traveling to Washington D.C.
during the week of April 7th to meet with USDA
officials and our congressional representatives
to express our need for a constant and stable
program, and explore any options for renewed
federal funding.
We continually need to remind our elected
representatives about the importance of the
predator control program. Wildlife Services
is absolutely essential to provide the control
measures necessary to protect our livestock. If we
can maintain sufficient predator control, we can
help provide steady economic growth for West
Virginia. We would not be asking for help if this
were a problem we could solve on our own.

Something to Think About
Don Michael, WVFB Director of Governmental Affairs
History “under the
radar” . . . with a legislative
twist – Years ago a good
friend shared a tidbit that
deserves a place in West
Virginia history. I thought it
was “cool” at the time, but
didn’t think more about it
until this year’s legislative

“

session. Following
the session I was at
the NCAA tourney in
Raleigh, NC with my
son, a cousin and the
good friend in question
– Dr. Jimmie Dale
Hissem, D.D.S. from Salem,
WV. I asked Jim to share his
historical experience with the
group and they were amazed.

celebrity prepared to leave North Bend, he caught
Jim outside the pool area and gave him a one-onone performance (a capella) of his new song. It was
nearly a year later when Jim heard the song on the
radio – Take Me Home, Country Roads – and realized
the young camper he had befriended was none other
than John Denver. On March 7, 2014 the West
Virginia Legislature adopted Take Me Home, Country
Roads as one of our official state songs. There
was great fanfare in and around the Dome during
the announcement as all in
earshot joined in singing one
was great
America’s most recognized
in and around of
songs.

There
fanfare
the Dome during
the announcement
as all in earshot
joined in singing one
of America’s most
recognized songs.”

Jim notes, “The experience
happened over 40 years
ago, around 1970 or 1971 . . . too many years have
gone by.” The season was summer and the site was
North Bend State Park in Ritchie County, where Jim
was chief lifeguard. Park employees were alerted a
celebrity-type would be camping during the week and
didn’t want any special treatment . . . in other words,
provide the usual homespun hospitality and service
afforded all guests. The camper’s identity was not
revealed to park staff, thus he would blend in . . .
which he truly did!
To make a long story short, Jim taught this
unknown guest how to dive and they had many
conversations during the week, with their favorite
topic being home-built airplanes – “We talked more
about building airplanes than anything else.” As the
guest’s camping experience was nearing an end, he
mentioned his love for music. Jim was somewhat
in a fog because he rarely listened to music, but
he responded, “I wish someone would sing a song
about West Virginia.” The next day as the unknown

As I reported last month,
water issues drove the 2014
Legislative Session. The water
bill (SB 373) establishing the
Water Resources Protection
and Management Act and
Aboveground Storage Tank
Act was a 40-page document
when it passed the Senate.
By the time it was rewritten in the House and a
multitude of amendments applied, it had grown to
90 pages. Legislation was completed on the bill
on the final day of the Regular Session, shortly
before adjournment at midnight. A few key points
include: Large-quantity users of water (any person
who withdraws over 300,000 gallons of water in any
30-day period from the state’s waters and any person
who bottles water for resale regardless of quantity
withdrawn) will be required to register with the DEP
and provide requested survey information regarding
withdrawals of the water resources. “Large-quantity
user” excludes farm use, including watering livestock
or poultry on a farm, though farms may voluntarily
report water withdrawals to assist with the accuracy
of the survey; Aboveground storage tanks exceeding
1320 gallons will need to be registered and subject
to an annual registration fee to cover the cost of
maintaining and overseeing the inventory and
see Michael, page 25
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West Virginia Farm PAC
Announces Candidate
Endorsements for 2014
Primary Election
BUCKHANNON, WV – The West Virginia Farm PAC has announced its endorsements for
the 2014 primary election on Tuesday, May 13, 2014. In addition to endorsements for the
West Virginia legislative races, West Virginia Farm PAC is endorsing the following candidates:
U.S. Senate: Shelley Moore Capito (R); U.S. House of Representatives, District 1: David
McKinley (R); District 2: Charlotte Lane (R); District 3: Evan Jenkins (R).
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West Virginia State Senate endorsements:
District 2: Kent Leonhardt (R)
District 3: David C. Nohe (R)
District 4: Mike Hall (R)
District 5: Vicki Dunn-Marshall (R)
District 7: Ron Stollings (D)
District 9: Mike Green (D)
District 10: Ronald “Ron” Miller (D)
District 11: Gregory A. Tucker (D)
District 12: Samuel “Sam” Cann (D)
District 13: Bob Beach (D)
District 14: Dave Sypolt (R)
District 17: Doug Skaff Jr. (D)
West Virginia House of Delegates
endorsements:
District 1: Randy Swartzmiller (D)
District 3: Erikka Storch (R)
District 4: Mike Ferro (D); David A. Evans (R)
District 5: Dave Pethtel (D)
District 6: Wm. Roger Romine (R)
District 7: Lynwood “Woody” Ireland (R)
District 8: Bill Anderson (R)
District 9: Anna Border Sheppard (R)
District 10: Dan Poling (D); Mike Azinger (R);
Vernon Criss (R)
District 11: Bob Ashley (R)
District 12: Steve Westfall (R)
District 13: Scott Cadle (R); Michael Ihle (R)
District 14: Jim Butler (R)
District 16: Jim Morgan (D); Patrick Lucas (R);
Carol Miller (R)
District 17: Dale Stephens (D)
District 18: Kelli Sobonya (R)
District 20: Justin J. Marcum (D)
District 21: Harry Keith White (D)
District 23: Joshua Nelson (R)
District 24: Rupert “Rupie” Phillips Jr. (D)
District 25: Linda Goode Phillips (D)
District 27: Joe C. Ellington Jr. (R); Marty
Gearheart (R); John H. Shott (R)
District 28: Roy G. Cooper (R); John D.
O’Neal IV (R)

District 30: Linda Sumner (R)
District 31: Lynne Arvon (R)
District 32: John Pino (D); Tom Fast (R)
District 33: Roger Hanshaw (R)
District 34: Brent Boggs (D)
District 35: John “JB” McCuskey (R);
Eric Nelson (R); Suzette Raines (R); Chris
Stansbury (R)
District 36: Mark Hunt (D)
District 37: Charles Minimah (R)
District 38: Patrick Lane (R)
District 39: Ron Walters (R)
District 40: Tim Armstead (R)
District 41: Adam R. Young (D)
District 42: George “Boogie” Ambler (R);
Ray Canterbury (R)
District 43: Denise L. Campbell (D); Bill
Hartman (D)
District 44: Dana L. Lynch (D)
District 45: Bill Hamilton (R)
District 46: Peggy Donaldson Smith (D)
District 48: Frank “Chunki” Angotti (D); Tim
Miley (D); Danny Hamrick (R)
District 49: Amy Summers (R)
District 51: Cindy Frich (R); Amanda
Pasdon (R)
District 52: Larry A. Williams (D)
District 53: Randy E. Smith (R)
District 54: Allen V. Evans (R)
District 55: Isaac Sponaugle (D)
District 56: Gary G. Howell (R)
District 57: Ruth Rowan (R)
District 58: Daryl E. Cowles (R)
District 59: Larry D. Kump (R)
District 61: Walter E. Duke (R)
District 62: John Overington (R)
District 63: Michael “Mike” Folk (R)
District 64: Eric L. Householder (R)
District 65: Tiffany Lawrence (D)
District 66: Paul Espinosa (R)
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John Deere 1943 Model “M”
with Lister Planter
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Actual length of replica is 7¼"

Officially Licensed by
John Deere

•

High-gloss classic
paint scheme

Bring Home the Legendary Horsepower!
With core values of quality, commitment and innovation, John Deere is the name
farmers have turned to for generations. Now celebrate this brand that’s synonymous
with the values of the heartland with the “John Deere Model ‘M’ with Lister
Planter,” a precision-engineered die-cast replica!

1:16-Scale Die Cast is Loaded with Authentic Details!
Released in 1947, the Model M was fitted with the John Deere Touch-O-Matic
hydraulics and more than 20 implements available for use with its Quick-Touch hitching
system. This impressive “iron horse” die-cast replica features the popular lister planter
attachment with movable parts, plus revolving rubber wheels … authentic engine detail
… precision hand-painting and hand-applied John Deere graphics…and more!
HURRY, DON’T MISS OUT! The “John Deere Model ‘M’ with Lister
Planter” is handcrafted in limited supply. Reserve now for just three interest-free
installments of $29.99*, with only your first payment due prior to shipping.
Mail your coupon today to guarantee ownership before supplies run out. Your
investment is protected by our unconditional money-back guarantee of satisfaction!
*Add a total of $20.00 for shipping & service.
Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.
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•

365-Day Money-Back
Guarantee

HamiltonCollection.com

09-04809-003-BI

MAIL TO:

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300

SEND NO MONEY NOW!

YES! Please accept my order for the “John Deere
Model ‘M’ with Lister Planter” as described in this
announcement.
Name_________________________________________
(Please print clearly.)

Address_______________________________________
City________________________State_____Zip______
Signature______________________________________
All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval.

MAIL TODAY!

09-04809-003-E60201

Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.

Why Farm Certification Differentiates NWAG
Farm Insurance
I am On Your Side®

_________________________________________________________________________

Steve Uhlman | Sponsor Relations Sales Manager
Nationwide Insurance
614-332-4945
uhlmas@nationwide.com
Beyond Qualified. Certified.
Your banker. Your accountant. Your attorney. Three
people you trust with a significant amount of detail
about you and your operation. The more information
you provide them, the better they understand you and
your needs, and the better they can partner with you to
help you and your farm or ranch operation thrive.
Bankers, accountants and lawyers get specialized
education and bring you levels of expertise you
don’t already have. They help round out your own
knowledge. They become trusted advisers who know
your family. They help protect your business and can
help you grow and prosper.
In talking with farmers and ranchers across the
country, they told us that’s what they wanted from their
insurance agent, too: Someone with a high level of
specialized education. Someone they could trust with a
lot of personal information. Someone who understands
the business of farming and can help them protect
their operations. That’s why the On Your Side® Farm
Certification program was created. We understand
farmers and ranchers are looking for more than an
insurance agent. You want a trusted adviser.
We know of no other farm insurance company that
certifies its farm agents. We wanted to provide farmers
and ranchers a means to recognize insurance agents
who are committed to agriculture, knowledgeable
about the business of farming and bring a level of
expertise that helps make an insurance program most
effective -- both in cost and protection.
Nationwide® Agribusiness’ On Your Side Farm

Certified agents spend a few days in a classroom
immersed in the specific kinds of risks farmers and
ranchers face. They study the various policies and
endorsements available, and learn specific questions
to ask to help our customers get the most from their
insurance policies. When those agents advance to
Master level certification, we work with them on how
to help farmers and ranchers identify potential hazards
in their operations and teach them best practices for
eliminating or minimizing those hazards.
We’ve always seen ourselves as a long-term
partner who wants to work with our customers to
help them grow their businesses and protect them
for future generations. Nationwide® was created by
the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation and its innovative
leaders. Nationwide can offer a deep array of financial
solutions for farmers and ranchers, including some of
the best farm insurance available in the marketplace
today. Financially strong, you can trust us to meet our
promises of protection to our customers.
But we think our Farm Certified agents really allow
us to stand out. Nationwide Agribusiness has been
focused on protecting agriculture for over 100 years.
That experience has taught us an incredible amount
about what can happen on farms and ranches, and what
farmers and ranchers care about most – hard work,
solid values, honest people.
When you’re ready to work with an On Your Side
Farm Certified agent, there’s only one farm insurance
company you can call: Nationwide Agribusiness
Insurance Company. We’d like to earn your business
and your long-term trust. To find a Farm Certified
agent near you, go to FarmAgentFinder.com.
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Pets with Personality:
Fainting
Goats
Story and pictures by Becky Crabtree

problem of hunting her dozens of times after she
climbed or jumped or squeezed under the fence
and then having to drag her home. But she was a
lot of fun, too. Impishly adorable as a baby, she
constantly frolicked and was gentle enough to eat
out of my hand. I wanted to recreate the fun for our
grandchildren - possibly with less aggravation.

First, I visited Craigslist and the WV Farm
Bulletin for breeds and prices. I talked to students
Goats were the first farm pets I had as a child
with goats and farmers who had once kept goats and
and the first that I dreamed of as I planned our little
then started envisioning the ideal goats for us. I
retirement farm. Even though there were some
figured we wanted small goats, and the least work
negative memories from childhood like chasing
possible, since we would be retired, after all. They
beloved “Elizabeth” out of my mother’s roses - well, had to be fun, good with kids, (no pun intended),
out of the sticks left after Elizabeth chomped the
and have personality.
rosebushes down to bare stems. Then there was the
10 West Virginia Farm Bureau News

The online research eventually led to YouTube
and videos of fainting goats. Pure hilarity. I think I
would’ve wanted them for the entertainment alone, but
they are also smaller than milk goats, seldom challenge
fences, and are independent mothers. Weeks later, we
purchased “Pan” and “Pittipat”. I mistakenly called
them a billy goat and a nanny, but that nomenclature
seems to have
changed to buck
and doe. Long
story shortened,
we didn’t even
know what they
were called, but
we began raising
fainting goats.
Our
learning curve
was steep.
Pittipat had
a vaginal
prolapse. We
sprinkled
sugar on her
and pushed it
back in. She
had twins during Super Bowl ‘13, “Raven” and
“Mr. Tumniss”. Such unmitigated joy – they
climbed steps, played king of the concrete block
and twisted and skittered and danced into our
hearts. Children visited and cuddled the babes,
dressed them in sweaters and bonnets. We learned
about goat lice, that they are species specific, and
we learned the power of lice powder. We learned
about disbudding and castrating and that adult
bucks stink and are rude.
Mostly, we learned about fun. Fainting
goats are never boring. Also known as “Tennessee
Fainters”, “ Myotonic Goats” or “Stiff-legged
Goats”, they have a congenital condition that causes
them to become paralyzed when startled. Their
legs stiffen and they fall over. They don’t lose
consciousness and don’t seem to be in any pain and
it’s all over in about ten seconds. Once Pittipat
fainted on the bridge across our creek and rolled
into the water. I splashed in after her, ankle deep in
cold creek water holding her head up until she came

to herself. That wasn’t so much fun for Pitti and
me, but those laughing at us in the distance had a
great time. Then, there was the time when the minidonkey brayed for the first time and the goats all
fainted dead away. I fell to my knees laughing.
There are organizations for purebred fainters,
the International
Fainting Goat
Association and
the Myotonic
Goat Registry,
which sanction
fainting goat
shows in the
midwestern
United States
and as far east
as Tennessee
and Ohio. Our
WV State
Fair doesn’t
recognize these
goats as a breed
for competition,
but perhaps
someday they
will. Spectators would have a ball watching goat
owners try to guide fainting goats around a ring.
Every time the goats were startled, they’d be liable
to stiffen and go belly-up. They are as likely to
leap into the air and twist and kick and run up the
bleachers to the highest point in the arena.
Fainting goats are the right choice for us.
They have never escaped the pasture (at least
not when the gate was closed), they are gentle as
kittens, small enough to carry, and can be hauled in
a dog kennel. They are good mothers to their young
and follow human children around like puppy dogs.
They make us smile. Arthur Conan Doyle said that
pets mirror the families that keep them, “Whoever
saw a frisky dog in a gloomy family, or a sad dog in
a happy one? Snarling people have snarling dogs,
dangerous people have dangerous ones.” We have
fainting goats which, if he is correct, makes us a bit
odd, I guess, but maybe also full of gentleness and
joy. That’s fine with me.
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Call us about
financing for:
Land and farms
Lots and homes
Recreational property
Refinancing
Buildings, fences and
equipment
And much more!

agriculture
rural living
LOANS FOR

and

Whether you’re a full-time operator, part-time farmer, or just want a house
and land in the country, we want to do business with you.

Give us a call today to ﬁnd out more about how we can
help ﬁnance the rural lifestyle you love.
OFFICES LOCATED THROUGHOUT WEST VIRGINIA

800.919.FARM

FARMCREDITOFVIRGINIAS.COM

NMLS# 456965

LOANS FOR FARMS, HOMES & LAND.
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Seminar Explores Risks and Liabilities of Owning and Managing
Woodland and Rural Properties
The West Virginia Chapter of the Association
of Consulting Foresters, with support from the
Practicing Foresters Institute Trust, is sponsoring a
one-day seminar on Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at the
Best Western Plus Bridgeport Inn at Bridgeport, WV.
Registration begins at 8 a.m.
This seminar is designed to educate owners and
managers of farm, woodland, and rural properties,
as well as foresters, surveyors, land agents and
other professionals who provide services to rural
landowners, of the liabilities and problems that can
occur in the ownership and management of rural
real estate. The presenters will be experienced in
the issues being discussed, will provide examples
of problems they have seen, and will be available
to answer questions from the audience. Continuing
Education Credits will be available for the foresters,
surveyors and landmen attending.
Speakers include Rick Sypolt, Licensed Land
Surveyor. Rick has a B.S in Forest Management
and M.S in Forest Hydrology from West Virginia
University. He has taught for 41 years at Glenville
State College in the forest technology and land
surveying programs. Rick will address when
you need a surveyor, a surveyors legal liability,
requirements of a boundary survey, boundary title
and conflicts, and easements and rights of way.
Rebecca A. Judy, Esq.is an attorney with the
Elkins office of McNeer, Highland, McMunn and
Varner, L.C. She holds a doctorate in jurisprudence
from the West Virginia College of Law, a dual
Masters Degree in Public Administration and Social
Work, and a Bachelor of Social Work from West
Virginia University. Rebecca is a member of the
litigation department and will bring her experience in
civil litigation and criminal law to this seminar.
William H. “Bill” Gillespie, ACF, Registered
Forester, is a private Consulting Forester operating
Gillespie Forestry Services. Bill is a graduate
of West Virginia University with a B.S. degree
in Forestry and extensive graduate studies in
Forest Pathology, Botany and Geology. His past

experience includes 18 years as Assistant Director
of the WV Department of Agriculture and 8 years
as the West Virginia State Forester. In addition
to publishing over 250 scientific articles, books
and circulars and being a member of numerous
professional boards and organizations, he was
elected as a Fellow in the Society of American
Foresters. He has also been on the Graduate Faculty
at the WVU department of Geology for over 40
years. Bill will discuss the issues a forester faces
when managing a property. He has testified as an
expert witness in multiple court cases.
Also, there will be a discussion regarding exposure
to liability, types of insurance coverage, and the
limitations of different types of insurance.
The fee for this seminar to cover the expenses
of room rental, lunch and break, speaker fees, and
seminar costs had not been determined at press time.
For more information, contact David Hill at 304-7821977 or dhill@dwhrf.com

AUGUSTA
D & G EQUIPMENT SALES
304-496-8685
www.dandgequipment.com
MORGANTOWN
KING & SONS EQUIPMENT
866-546-4429
kingandsonseq@gmail.com
Smart innovative design. Quick “wrench-free” adjustments.
Patented rubber torsion suspension. A telescoping toolbar
and excellent tire clearance in all rake width settings.
Optional center splitter wheels that turn the hay in the center
of the swath. Finally, a wheel rake that’s decidedly different.
Watch it work at vermeer.com.
Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2012 Vermeer Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Young Farmer and Rancher Update
Susan Wilkins, YF&R Chairperson

I tried something new this
winter. Late last spring, my dad
and I were bitten by the maple
syrup bug. Someone we know had
made a couple gallons of syrup
from trees in his backyard and he
made it sound relatively simple.
Tap the tree, collect the sap, and
boil it. My dad and I talked about it all summer and fall
and then one evening this winter, we tapped our first
maple tree.

My little gallon of syrup has made me realize that even
in the dead of winter; there is hope for spring ahead.
While it might seem that the grass magically turns green
overnight after a warm rain, the land actually spends
weeks preparing itself for a new season of growth.

That first little drop of sugar water to hit the bottom
of the bucket made me so happy I squealed. I think it
made my dad happy too, but of course, he didn’t squeal.
For weeks, I made a daily trek with my empty water jugs
up to the mountain to check my trees. On weekends,
I boiled the water down in a process that took much
longer than I expected. However, I can now proudly say
I have made a gallon of maple syrup that my family will
thoroughly enjoy eating over our pancakes and waffles.

The Young Farmer Committee is also anxious for
warmer weather, as we plan our Annual Spring Farm
Tour. Please mark your calendar for Saturday, May
31st for a trip to Pocahontas County. We have a fun day
planned including a visit to a local tree grafting expert’s
orchard, sheep and cattle farms, and a blueberry farm.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for more details!
If you haven’t “liked” us already, search for “WestVirginia-Farm-Bureau-Young-Farmers.”

As dreary as winter can be sometimes, it makes you
appreciate God’s creation so much more when spring
finally arrives. Now that my taps are pulled and put
away until next year, I am itching to begin planting my
garden and helping my dad prepare the corn field.

Special Financing Available*
Subject to credit approval.
Minimum monthly payments
required. See dealer for details.

All New
Suspension Comfort System™
3 Year Warranty

Reduced Prices on Close-out
Inventory

$25 Back

UP
TO
On Selected Handheld
Power Products

Authorized Service Dealer for: Briggs
& Stratton Engines and Power
Products, Kohler, Kawasaki, and
Honda

Fetty’s Repair Service
Hours
8 AM -5 PM, Mon-Fri
8 AM – Noon, Saturday

86 Foster Street
Buckhannon, WV 26201
304-472-5667
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Follow Us on Facebook

CLARKSBURG
COUNTRY CLUB CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
888-424-7611
www.CountryClubChrysler.com

PRINCETON
RAMEY JEEP DODGE CHRYSLER
304-487-2151
www.rameycars.com

Planning Ahead

Deborah Miller, JD, Sr. Director of Planned Giving, West Virginia University Foundation

extension of that.

Many people fool themselves
into thinking “I don’t have an
estate, and I don’t need an estate
plan.” But financial management
and control are issues that concern
us throughout our adult lives,
and estate planning is simply an

As we age, we sometimes look for ways to ease that
responsibility or to provide a back-up system of financial
control. Discussing with your attorney how you want
your financial matters handled is an important first step.
In general, the purpose of any revocable or
irrevocable trust is to put conditions on the assets owned
by the trust to control who receives how much and
when. An individual will no longer own the assets; the
trust will, but the assets in the trust will be managed to
benefit one or more persons or entities. A revocable
trust used for estate planning purposes is known as a
“living trust” because it goes into operation during a
person’s lifetime. The trust’s terms can be modified at
any time or terminated at will. Contrary to popular belief,
a living trust provides no reduction in income or estate
taxes because it is revocable. (Irrevocable trusts do yield
gift/estate tax benefits because the transfer of assets is
permanent.) A revocable trust used for estate planning
will also include after-death distribution terms, making
it a “will substitute.” Through the trust, a person can
include provisions for the same gifts to family, friends
and charitable or educational organizations that would
otherwise be included in a will. A formal will is also
needed to transfer what’s not owned by the trust.
An important consideration is who will operate
the trust by serving as trustee and successor trustee.
Some choose to serve as trustee (or co-trustee with a
spouse) of their own trust and name a family member
or a financial institution, such as a bank, as the
successor trustee when they can no longer handle the
administrative and distribution requirements. Others
allow another person or institution to handle the trustee
duties from the beginning.

Of course, there are costs to establish a revocable
trust and to transfer the title of property and assets to the
trust. The costs and complexity of such transfers range
from a new deed for real estate to special forms for
stocks, bank accounts, bonds, etc. One benefit for some
people is that a living trust document is not required to be
recorded in the courthouse like a will is.
A living trust is only one financial management
option. Others find that a durable power of attorney
paired with a will can accomplish similar goals with
less complexity (no trust is used). The person acting as
the agent is able to handle the same financial duties and
transactions as a trustee can, and the will contains the
after-death distribution provisions for the estate assets.
Either way, having a back-up system of financial
management can provide that all-important ease of mind.
That’s good planning.

Learn how
gifts of land
can help students
attend WVU

For details, contact the
WVU Foundation
304-284-4000
wvuf@wvuf.org
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Wills
and
Trusts 101
Emily R. Lambright
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A

s promised after our presentation at the
Farm Bureau’s November 2013 annual
meeting, we will be discussing topics in
the next several issues of the West Virginia Farm
Bureau News based on your questions. The first
of those topics we are going to discuss is wills and
trusts. We will be discussing just exactly what they
are, what they do and how they can help you reach
your planning goals.
Many people are familiar with wills. A person
may have seen a parent’s will, a friend’s will or even
have one themselves. A Last Will and Testament
is a legal document, used to spell out a person’s
thoughts and wishes about their assets and their
family. When the person dies, the will provides
for a distribution of his or her property to family,
friends, a charitable organization or church, or
whomever that person lists in the will. One of the
primary purposes of a will is to reduce confusion
and disagreements among the person’s family after
he or she is dead.
Generally, an attorney would prepare a will for
a person based on that person’s circumstances.
Many attorneys follow a general format for
preparing a will. In fact, there are certain legal
requirements of what is to be in a will and how
it is to be signed. Each state has its own legal
requirements regarding wills, which is why a
person may want to think twice about purchasing a
mail order or online will. All too often, a will like
that may not meet the state requirements.
Even though a will follows a general format, a
person can personalize the contents, including as
much or as little detail and instruction as he or she
wants. Wills are meant to be specific and personal
to each individual, so each will should be crafted to
that person’s own individual situation. No two wills
are exactly the same, because no two people have
exactly the same situation. So, John’s will may be
just a single page, leaving everything to his wife,
kept short and sweet, while Jane’s will may be 10
pages long, leaving property to 12 different people,
with detailed instructions.
A question I frequently hear is, “If I get a will,
do I need a trust too?” The simple answer is: It

depends. A common misconception about trusts is
that they are just for wealthy people, but the need
for a trust does not always depend on a person’s
wealth. Often, it depends on a person’s family
situation. For example, trusts are regularly used
in situations involving a second marriage. For
example, let’s say Bill, a widower, marries Sarah,
a widow. Both Bill and Sarah have children from
their first marriage. Both of them agree that they
want to provide for each other for their lifetimes,
but ultimately each wants his or her own property
to go to his or her own children. If Bill leaves
everything to Sarah, his children would basically
receive nothing. If he leaves everything to his
children, then Sarah receives nothing (except what
she could claim under the law as his spouse). In
this situation, a trust may be the right choice. Bill
can leave all his property into a trust at his death.
Sarah would get the benefit of the trust while she
is living, then Bill’s children would receive all the
property in the trust when Sarah dies.
When thinking about a trust, a person may
want to think about their family’s needs and
circumstances. Is there a spouse or child who is
not very good with money? Is a child in a rocky
marriage that may lead to a divorce? Is there
a grandchild with special needs? Is a person
receiving certain government benefits that may
be disqualified if he or she receives property?
A trust may be right for one person and not for
another. Not everyone’s situation warrants a trust,
but trusts have many uses and are very helpful for
some people.
Watch for more information about specialty trusts
in my next article in West Virginia Farm Bureau
News. In the meantime, please contact me if you
have questions or need additional information.
Emily R. Lambright is a senior associate
in the Charleston office of Bowles Rice LLP.
Licensed as a certified public accountant (CPA),
she has experience in wills, trusts,
estates and business succession
planning. For more information,
please contact Ms. Lambright at
(304) 347-1100.
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McCormick X60,

an evolution in technology.

Dohm Cycles

616 Leon Sullivan Way
Charleston, WV
(304) 342-5148
www.dohmcycles.com

X60 Tractor - 80 - 121 HP Engine

Developed as an evolution of the McCormick
CX range, the new X60 series is designed to
be even more powerful and reliable than its
predecessor.

we have a tractor for that

Tel: 123.456.7890
Schrock
Farm Equipment

TRAC

www.McCormickUSA.com
211 WesWeb:
White
Rd.
• Oakland, MD 21550
Add:
100 Main
Street
City, State
00000 616-0761
(301)
TTRACTOR
RACTOR
RACT
OR SALES IN
INC

GOES HERE

PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1

Offer available through 7/1/14. Available on all 2013 and 2014 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with some
other offers, including private offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a
minimum of 60 days will be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can
obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo
are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and
are used herein under license by General Motors.

MARTINSBURG
APPLE VALLEY CHEVROLET
888-701-5680
www.applevalleychevy.com

OAK HILL
KING COAL CHEVROLET CO.
877-852-6185
kingcoalchevy.com
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PRINCETON
RAMEY CHEVY PRINCETON
304-425-2134
www.rameycars.com

RANSON
GUY’S BUICK-GMC, INC.
800-401-5459
www.guysgmc.com

FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE

A Clean
Chesapeake
Bay: It’s the
‘How,’ not the
‘What’
Lynne Finnerty
How would you feel if someone looked at your
financial situation and not only told you that you
needed to spend less, save more and lower your debt,
but also dictated how and when you must do so. This
person would hover over you, not allowing you to buy
anything unless he or she approved the purchase.

decisions yourself, based on what works for you and
your family.
State and local governments are in a similar
situation to the one described above. The
Environmental Protection Agency has told them that
we need to clean up the Chesapeake Bay, and no
one disagrees. In fact, states, counties and farmers
are already doing a lot to reduce Bay pollution. But
EPA didn’t stop at the “what.” It’s also dictating the
“how” and “when.” The agency is implementing a
Chesapeake Bay cleanup plan that strips states of
their rights to make land-use decisions.
Want to bring in a factory for economic development
and job creation? Want to build homes to accommodate
the workers at that factory and create construction
jobs? Sorry. And, oh yeah, you need to upgrade your
wastewater treatment plant, even if it means raising
taxes or having to divert funds from other programs the
state has determined are more important to its citizens.
We all want clean water, but we still have to follow
the law. The Clean Water Act, passed by Congress
in 1974, gave the federal government the limited
authority to set the “total” part of total maximum
daily load water standards for interstate waters. It did
not, however, give it the right to tell states and local
governments how to meet those standards.

The American Farm Bureau Federation has
appealed a court ruling that allows EPA to go forward
with its Chesapeake Bay rules. Several counties in
the Bay region and 21 state attorneys general have
filed “friend of the court” briefs in support of Farm
Bureau’s position. They know that if EPA gets away
Paying tuition to put your kid through college? with usurping the Bay states’ rights to make the
Stop. You can’t afford it, no matter how important decisions that are best for their economies and citizens,
it may be to you and your family. You would be the agency will do it again elsewhere.
required to take a second job to make more money,
even if it meant sacrificing other goals such as caring
Unfortunately, in cases like this, it’s easy to paint
for an elderly parent. You would be forced to sell the picture as black and white—for or against the
your home and rent a smaller one, even if it would environment. The truth is rarely that simple.
not accommodate your needs.
We all want a clean Chesapeake Bay. This isn’t
While the changes might benefit your overall about the what. It’s about the how.
budget, they may not be the right solutions for you.
If you’re like most people, you would welcome
Lynne Finnerty is project management director for
the advice, but you would prefer to make the tough the American Farm Bureau Federation.
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EPA Seeks Comments on Wood
Heating Appliance Restrictions

The Environmental Protection Agency is looking to
further restrict the manufacture of wood-fired heating
appliances, including residential wood heaters (wood
stoves) residential hydronic heaters and forced-air
furnaces and residential masonry heaters, according to
the Federal Register.
Citing concern that “particulate pollution from wood
heaters is a significant national air pollution problem and
human health issue”, the EPA claims that “health benefits
associated with these proposed regulations are valued
to be much greater than the cost to manufacture cleaner,
lower emitting appliances”. However, many believe this
is opening the door to an eventual ban on the use of such
appliances. At the least, the increased costs could put
these products out of the reach of some consumers, many
of whom use such heating methods because of their
affordability compared to other heat sources.
A comment period is open until May 5, 2014. If you
would like to share any concerns with the EPA, see
http://1.usa.gov/1jLmleK.

New Holland Workmaster 55
w/615tl Loader
4x4, 8x8 transmission, 47 pto h.p.

0%

Monthly
Payment

60

Months

46500

$

F

S

KNIGHT’S
FARM SUPPLY
Fork Ridge Road • Glen Easton, WV • 45 Minutes from Waynesburg
304-845-1525 or 304-686-2525

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. • Evenings By Appointment

WE SHIP PARTS DAILY
Serving Farmers Since 1955 • Full Service Farm Equipment Dealer
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FAIRMONT
TRAILER CITY INC
877-966-7104
www.TrailerCityInc.com

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS
HERITAGE FEATHERLITE
800-518-7743
www.heritagefeatherlite.com

Hampshire County Farm Bureau
Vice President Rescues Woman
from Burning Vehicle
reprinted with permission from the Hampshire Review

The weather was so warm and sunny on March 11,
county resident Lisa Polk decided that it would be a fine
day to take a drive over the state line to Virginia to get
some new eyeglasses at Walmart. Traveling down Route
50 in the early afternoon, Polk suddenly swerved to
avoid a patch of potholes. She lost control of her car and
crashed into a tree along the roadway.
“I remember landing in the passenger side floorboard
and seeing the airbags deployed in front of me,” Polk
recounted last week. “The next thing I remembered was
a man helping me out. He pulled me away from the car
and I could see flames coming from the car and he said,
‘I’m sorry but I need to drag you a little farther.’”
That man, a farmer from Bloomery named Randy
Omps, then stayed with Polk until emergency
responders arrived, pulling the dazed and seriously
injured woman farther and farther away from the
dangerous scene all the while.
“Randy said he moved me three times to safety. We
were afraid the car would blow,” she said.
Omps said of his act of heroism that “anybody would
do it” and that he “just happened to be at the right place
at the right time.”
“I was hauling hay to a farmer in Boyce, Va.,” he
explained. “I heard a loud bang in front of me. It was her
car hitting a tree.” When he arrived closer to the scene
of the accident, Omps sprinted up to Polk’s car and tried,
with no success, to open the passenger-side door. He
was able to get Polk out of the vehicle, then, through the
driver-side door.
“She was pretty well dazed pretty bad. She wasn’t
unconscious, but she wasn’t coherent,” he said. “I could
see then that the engine was on fire, so I pulled her down
the road until the life-support man got there within about
ten minutes. Of course, it happened so fast, it could’ve
been shorter.”

Above: Randy Omps pays a visit to the
recovering Lisa Polk.

Polk is now being tended to at a long-term care
facility in Berkeley County. She’s unable to walk after
sustaining two broken legs, a cracked pelvis and three
broken ribs.
Since that day, Omps said he’s had the chance to visit
her at Heartland of Martinsburg.
“She called me the first day of this week,” he
explained last Friday. “I didn’t know her last name until
today. I was able to stop in for about half an hour.”
“She’s very thankful,” Omps said. “I told her that she
didn’t have to be. I’m sure somebody else would’ve
done it if they were there.”
Polk isn’t so sure. “I have asked myself over and
over, “Who is brave enough to go into a burning car to
save someone they don’t even know? …it was a tragic
accident, and it’ll be a long recovery,” she said, “but
I need to acknowledge Randy Omps for doing what
some would not do…this kind of bravery is a rare gift
that few possess.”
The single mother of two sons – David, 17, and
Shane, 20 – couldn’t speak highly enough of Omps.
She added she’d like to somehow get the day of
March 11 officially recognized as Randy Omps Day.
In any case, “I imagine we’ll be life-long friends,”
Polk said. “He’ll be my friend and my guardian
angel forever.”
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Blair Sends Note of Thanks for
Encouragement, Prayers During Illness

SAWMILL
EXCHANGE

North America’s largest source
of used portable sawmills and
commercial sawmill equipment.
Over 800 ads. Call for a free
list or to sell your equipment.
800-459-2148
http://www.sawmillexchange.com

GRAVELY TRACTORS
ALL TYPES
Expert Gravely repair
Parts & Service
Troy Tiller Parts
Free Catalogs

1-800-827-4551

Former West Virginia
Farm Bureau state Women’s
Leadership Committee Chair
JoEllen Blair is thankfully
recovering from serious
illnesses that kept her
uncharacteristically sidelined
for several months. She writes:
“To my West Virginia Farm
Bureau family and friends:
Words seem so inadequate
to express my thanks and
appreciation for all the support,
from the annual meeting to all
I have gone through in the last
five months.
Your cards, phone calls, and especially your prayers and
words of encouragement – all of it meant so very much and
helped me through a very rough time.
The past six weeks, with the blood clots and pneumonia,
have been the roughest. The Good Lord healed me. And your
cards, prayers and calls encouraged me on a daily basis.
Thank you and God bless you – JoEllen Blair, Wood County”.
All of us at Farm Bureau are wishing you continued good
health, JoEllen!

Richard’s Lawn & Garden

NOTICE!

Oil & Gas Royalty
Owners 2014
ANNUAL MEETING!

NARO - Appalachian Chapter
National Association of Royalty Owners
Speakers, Networking, Fun!
The Greenbrier Hotel Resort
September 7-9, 2014
1-800-558-0557 Toll Free
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Our Sportsmen will pay top
dollar to hunt your land.
Call for a free
Base Camp
Leasing Info
Packet &
Quote.

866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

Lewis County WLC Project Benefits Ronald McDonald House Families

Lewis County Farm Bureau’s Women’s Leadership Committee met Monday, March 17 to fill “care
cloths” for the Ronald McDonald House in Morgantown. Norma Singleton sewed pockets in 126 wash
cloths and attached a ribbon so the care cloth could be securely tied. Committee members met at the
WVU Lewis County Extension Office, set up an assembly line, and filled the care cloths with personal care
items committee members provided which included toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, soap, shampoo, lotion,
mouthwash, deodorant, and more. Becky Ammons, Region 5 Women’s Committee Chair, West Virginia
Farm Bureau, helped with this service project. Pictured left to right: Tammie Campbell, Dinah Hannah, Cheryl
Boner, Norma Singleton, Leona Swisher, Debbie Garrett, Kim Brown, Helen McClain, Becky Ammons,
Stephanie Hawkins, Helen Hardman, Amy Hunt, and Melissa Garrett.

“I keep a jar of Steuart’s Pain Formula by my bed
and reach for it at night when my knee pain flares up. It
knocks the pain right out,” says Mike Marsden of Mabel,
Minn. Marsden’s been using Steuart’s Pain Formula for
about 4 years and says he’s constantly recommending it
to other people.
Steuart Laboratories originally developed Steuart’s
Pain Formula for race horses. Over the years, it has
gained a following for treating other animals and
humans. Rickey D Snow of Hood, Calif., says, “I hurt
my shoulder January 18, 2013, and had constant pain
through the middle of March-doctors could do nothing.
Within 10 minutes of applying Pain Formula, the pain
was completely gone.” The cream contains extract of
the herbs comfrey and arnica in a liposome base that
penetrates the skin rapidly, says Gary Steuart, who
founded the company in 1982. “People now use the
product to relieve joint and muscle pain associated with
arthritis and injuries,” Steuart says.
Rose Johnson of Hazleton, Iowa, uses Steuart’s
Pain Formula to relieve the tissue pain caused by

fibromyalgia, a disorder characterized by widespread
pain and tenderness in joints, muscles, tendons, and other
soft tissues. In addition to pain relief from Steuart’s Pain
Formula, she appreciates that the product causes no side
effects.
Betty Brooks, Buhl, Idaho, read about Steuart’s in a
farm magazine reported. “I put the Pain Formula on my
knees about 10 AM this morning, and it’s now 9 PM and
I’m still pain free. I’ve had knee surgery-and tried just
about every product on the market-this works-I’ve had
a very good day! I could feel it working as soon as I put
it on.”
Warren Ward of Pemberton, Minn., says his knees
ached so terrible at night that he couldn’t get to sleep
without taking painkillers. “An orthopedic surgeon told
me both my knees were shot, I had bone rubbing on bone,
and I needed knee-replacement surgery. Then someone
told me about Steuart’s Pain Formula. I started using it
and in three days I had no pain in my knees, I went right
to sleep at night, and I haven’t taken a pain killer since.
“I like Steuart’s product because there’s no odor, it

Mike Marsden
uses Steuart’s
Pain Formula
whenever his
knee pain
flares up.

doesn’t stain your clothes, and you don’t feel a thing
when you apply it. It’s an excellent product and I know
it works,” Ward says.
Steuart Laboratories,
P.O. Box 306,
203 N. Main St.
Mabel, Minn. 55954
(ph 507 493-5585; 877-210-9664;
www.steuartlaboratories.com).
2 oz. Pain Formula: $14.99
5 oz. Pain Formula: $29.90
Shipping or Mailing: $8/order
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Taylor Chosen to Lead Davis College Division of Animal and
Nutritional Sciences
Robert L. Taylor, Jr. will join the West Virginia
A native of Virginia, he holds academic degrees
University Davis College of Agriculture, Natural from Carson-Newman College, Auburn University
Resources and Design as director of its Division of and Mississippi State University.
Animal and Nutritional Sciences.
The Division of Animal and Nutritional Sciences
“Dr. Taylor will further propel the Division offers two undergraduate degrees in animal and
towards great opportunities to advance the nutritional sciences, a bachelor of science in
development of animal agriculture in West Virginia agriculture and a bachelor of science, a bachelor
and beyond, to bring new science and technology of science in human nutrition and foods, and a
to bear on the same, to broaden the scope of human bachelor of science in biochemistry, offered jointly
nutrition, food science and dietetics, to engage with with the Eberly College of Arts and Sciences.
stakeholders across the state, and make an impact Undergraduates can also pursue minors in equine
worldwide in all we do,” said Daniel Robison, dean management, food service production, and food
of the Davis College.
science and technology. The Division is home to
the Davis-Michael Scholars Program, a rigorous,
Taylor is currently a professor of animal science innovative program for undergraduates who plan
at the University of New Hampshire where his to pursue medical or veterinary school.
efforts have focused on poultry immunology and
genetics. He has provided oversight to research
At the graduate level, students can pursue
farms, led an array of local, regional and national master’s degrees in animal physiology, nutritional
level initiatives for the university and USDA, and and food sciences, and reproductive physiology.
been very active in professional societies, including Doctoral programs are available in agricultural
his current service as president of the USA Branch biochemistry, animal nutrition, animal physiology,
of the World Poultry Association.
animal production, food science, and reproductive
physiology. The Division is also home to WVU’s
“He is a terrific scientist, academic thinker and Graduate Dietetic Internship.
leader, and a strong proponent of the importance
of food and agriculture in our communities and
Faculty, staff and students can pursue teaching,
worldwide,” Robison said. “Dr. Taylor will assume research and service at the Animal Science Farm
the leadership of the division at a key juncture in in Morgantown, the Reymann Memorial Farm in
the life of the Davis College, as we complete our Wardensville, and the Reedsville Farm. WVU’s
new Agricultural Sciences Building, ramp up our Organic Research Farm in Morgantown also
farm and laboratory efforts, translate the science incorporates animal agriculture into its portfolio.
of food into better nutrition, and find new ways to
collaborate across the wide spectrum of disciplines
Research centers include the Rumen Fermentation
in the college and across the university. We are Profiling Laboratory, which examines feed quality
thrilled that he will be joining us.”
and digestibility for producers. The West Virginia
Small Ruminant Project provides research and
“The Division of Animal and Nutritional outreach for the state’s sheep and goat industries.
Sciences and the Davis College of Agriculture, The Veterinary Radiology Consultation Service
Natural Resources and Design are positioned helps animal care providers interpret images
to engage students and stakeholders through related to patient care.
teaching, research and outreach,” Taylor said. “I
am enthusiastic about the opportunities to build
the relationships needed to advance the land grant
mission at West Virginia University.”
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Michael, continued
registration program. Natural gas or propane tanks
regulated under NFPA 58-30A or NFPA 58-30B will
not be required to be permitted under section five of
the article; A “zone of critical concern” for a public
surface water supply has been identified as a corridor
along streams within a watershed that warrants more
detailed scrutiny (with implications for NPDES
permits) due to its proximity to the surface water
intake and the intake’s susceptibility to potential
contaminants within that corridor; etc. – more details
to come.

Organic Fertilizer and Lime
Doubled my hay crop in 1995
67% increase of cattle herd on same acreage
Summer 2013 produced 2 1/2 times more hay
“19 years ﬁeld proven”
Only costs $14.00 per acre for both
Will not burn!
19-19-19 & pellet lime costs $300+
per acre and they burn!
Reduce your dependence on “foreign oil”
Help the environment with less oil use
Improve miles per gallon
Cut overall costs
American made synthetic oil. Amsoil

Farm Bureau thanks our many members who
placed a priority on getting involved in the political
process this year – studying the issues, sending
email and letters, making phone calls, and meeting
with legislators to make a positive difference. Your
efforts were recognized by a legal staffer who noted,
“Farm Bureau is a consistent and respected voice in
the Legislature.” Until next time – KEEP SMILING
FRIENDS, God bless you and your loved ones, and
God bless America.

www.lubedealer.com/rwbenson
rsbenson2@frontier.com
304-745-4710 after 6 p.m.

TRACTOR SPECIAL!

23 HP
to
100 HP

TRACTORS
5 year Warranty
Second to None!

Now is the time to have
your tractors repaired
during the off season!
• Engines
• Clutches
• Transmissions
MCCONNELLSBURG MOTOR & IMPLEMENT
875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA • (717) 485-3181

lylemm@earthlink.net • www.mcmoim.com

WEST VIRGINIA
ROYALTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

WVROA

We need YOUR help!
Legislation that will take away surface
owner’s and mineral owner’s rights
has been introduced
HB3151 - introduced by Tim Manchin
HB 616 - introduced by Brooks McCabe
THESE BILLS ATTACK
PROPERTY RIGHTS
Stop the “big gas corporation”
agenda! JOIN US!
WVROA
PO Box 5010
Fairmont, WV 26555

304-363-0239 - WVaMOA@gmail.com - wvroa.com
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Making
Our
Voices
Heard

The harsh winter took a break just in time for
the 2014 Day at the Legislature and Taste of West
Virginia Reception in February. A large group
of Farm Bureau members came out in support
of agriculture and met with their legislators
throughout the day to discuss issues and ask for
commitments to help.
This page, beginning at the top: Barbara
Wright from Berkeley County is being entertained
by well-known jokester and WVFB Field
Representative Bill Aiken; WVFB President
Charles Wilfong and board member Philip
Gregg discuss issues with WVFB SecretaryTreasurer Steve Butler; a shot of the label pasted
to lunchboxes delivered to all legislators for
Farm Bureau and Farm Credit’s “Welcome Back”
luncheon; Delegate “Woody” Ireland discusses
legislative issues with Farm Bureau and Farm
Credit staff; Farm Credit’s Matt Lohr and WVFB
VP John Pitsenbarger load lunchboxes for
delivery to legislative offices; most of the WVFB
delegation posing on the steps of the state capitol.
Right page, left to right: WVFB members
enjoying the delicacies of West Virginia producers;
President Wilfong addresses the group prior to
the legislative update; WVFB: Don Michael in
discussion with several law makers; WVU Davis
College Dean Dan Robison shares a laugh with
WVFB board member Steve Conrad; WVFB
board member Joe Clay enjoying the reception;
Senator Daniel Hall during the legislative update;
West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrissey
stops by the reception.
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Smooth. Agile.
And flexes its muscle for H E A V Y lifting.

The power shuttle control

INTRODUCING the Massey Ferguson® 4600 Series. Our new mid-range

lever is well within reach for

tractor was designed with the unique combo of power and maneuverability

easy operation.

so vital for hay, livestock and poultry operations. At its core is the new power
shuttle transmission. During loader work, it lets you go forward and reverse
over and over without clutching. Just another example of how we’re using
global innovation to help you farm your world. Discover the new 4600 Series
at your dealer or masseyferguson.us.

MASSEY FERGUSON is a worldwide brand of AGCO.
©2013 AGCO Corporation, 4205 River Green Parkway, Duluth, GA 30096 (877) 525-4384. MF13C001TCG

Lemon’s Farm Equipment

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469 • www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

(304) 645-1010 • www.greenbriermotors.com
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Serving the
American Farmer
Since 1903

For over 100 years, Morton Buildings has provided quality products and
exceptional service to our customers. Our commitment is evident as you drive
around the country and see the Morton “M” proudly displayed on countless farm
buildings. Over the years our building offerings have expanded, and Morton now
has a building for every budget and building use.

606-324-9745

2520 State Route 5 • Ashland, KY

740-783-2331

40800 Marietta Rd • Caldwell, OH

724-542-7930

615 Valley Kitchen Dr • Mt Pleasant, PA

717-624-3331

3368 York Rd • Gettysburg, PA

If you’re ready to get started on a new building, contact your local Morton
Buildings sales consultant or visit our website for more information.
800-447-7436 • mortonbuildings.com

© 2014 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 043

How Does SumaGroulx Work?
With SumaGroulx, SumaGrow Inside, you can expect to cut fertilizer cost at least 50% in the first
year, up to 100% the second year, while enjoying 5%-35% yield increase.

Conventional Method
Without SumaGroulx

Why
Dry?
Increase
Yield From

20% +

SumaGroulx can be used in
four ways:
1. At planting time
2. As a foliar feed

3. As a means of breaking down
residual material after harvest
4. Fall application strengthens the root
system on alfalfa, winter wheat
and grasses to avoid winter kill!

SumaGroulx can be used for better water infiltration. Back in field sooner.

Benefits:

In the Spring of 2013, I tried SumaGroulx, SumaGrow Inside on one Wheat & Hay Field,
while my father did his field the regular way. At harvest, the SumaGroulx, SumaGrow
Inside Wheat field went 82 bushel while Dad’s field went 74 bushel. We also baled 840
bales of straw off 110 acres which is EXTREMELY good. We seeded two Hay fields. Dad’s
field was done two weeks prior to my field, but with SumaGroulx on my field, mine had
already passed Dad’s field in height and looked overall, healthier. I am VERY impressed!
Lawrence Hurst,
Plymouth, Ohio

• Increase Carbon Sequestation
• Prevents Fertilization runoff
• Reduces Soil Erosion
• Converts Bound Soil Nutrients into Available Nutrients
• Better Stress Tolerance Drought, Transplant & Wind
• Better Water Retention
• Builds Soil Organic Matter
• Increases Plant Nutrient Levels - Brix - Chlorophyll - Proteins & Minerals

RRR Supply Inc.

Call: (800) 547-6859 for more Information
and testimonials
www.sumagroulx.com
www.rrrsupply.com
Fax: 989-659-2694
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Family Features

uite possibly the ultimate steak, the
T-bone embodies the rich blend of
varied beef flavors that steak lovers
crave, from tender and mild to bold and beefy.
On one side of the T-bone is the filet mignon.
French for “dainty fillet,” the filet mignon is
considered the most tender cut, with a mild
beef flavor. On the other side of the T-bone is
the strip loin or New York strip, a firm, robust
steak that is naturally marbled and offers a bold
taste. The bone itself also provides additional
flavor in the cooking process. With this pairing
of tastes, it is no surprise that the T-bone is
considered to be “the best of both worlds” by
steak connoisseurs. For more steak recipes,
visit www.OmahaSteaks.com.
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Tips for Perfect Grilling

1. C
 lean and preheat your grill on high. Lightly oil everything
before you put it on the grill. This helps the searing process
and prevents sticking.
2. Season your food before grilling.
3. Sear the outside of steaks when grilling for best flavor and
juiciness.
4. 	Use tongs or a spatula to turn your meat on the grill. Using
a fork can damage the meat.
5. Cover your grill as much as possible during the grilling
process to lock in the grilled flavor and help prevent flareups. Keep a spray bottle with water handy to douse any
unexpected flare-ups.
6. 	Use the 60/40 grilling method. Grill for 60 percent of the
time on the first side, then grill 40 percent of the time after
you turn over the food for even cooking.
7. Never place cooked food on the plate you used to
transport raw food to the grill.
8. Allow your foods to “rest” for 5 minutes between cooking
and eating.

Thick Steak, Bone-in Steak and Chop Cooking Chart

Cooking times are in minutes and based on fully-thawed steaks. Gas grill: Preheat grill to high, reduce to medium
heat prior to cooking.Charcoal grill: Sear over red hot coals, finish over indirect heat.
Thickness

1”

1 1/4”

1 1/2”

1 3/4”

2”

2 1/4”

2 1/2”

Rare
120° to 130°F

First Side
After Turning

6
3–4

6
4–5

7
5–6

9
6–7

11
7–8

13
8–9

14
10–12

Medium Rare
130° to 140°F

First Side
After Turning

6
4–5

7
5–6

8
6–7

11
8–9

13
9–10

14
10–12

16
12–14

Medium
140° to 150°F

First Side
After Turning

7
5–6

8
6–7

9
7–8

12
9–10

14
11–12

16
12–14

17
14–16

Well Done
160° to 170°F

First Side
After Turning

9
7–8

10
8–9

12
9–11

14
12–14

18
14–16

19
16–18

20
21–23

Ancho Chile Rubbed Grilled T-Bones
Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Total time: 15 minutes
Serves: 4
4 Omaha Steaks T-bone steaks
2 tablespoons olive oil
4 tablespoons Ancho Chile Rub (see recipe below)
12 grilled tri-color sweet baby peppers
Preheat grill to medium. Thaw and blot dry
steaks. Brush steaks with olive oil. Generously
cover both sides of steaks with Ancho Chile Rub
by dipping them in rub. Continue until steaks are
completely covered. Place steaks on heated grill
and grill to desired doneness. (For a medium-rare
steak, grill approximately 8 minutes on first side
and 6 to 7 minutes on second side.) Remove steaks
from grill and garnish with grilled tri-colored
sweet baby peppers.
Ancho Chile Rub
Makes: 4 tablespoons
1 tablespoon smoked paprika
2 teaspoons sea salt
2 tablespoons ancho chile powder
1 teaspoon brown sugar
Combine all ingredients and mix well.

Roasted Pepper Pesto Rubbed Grilled T-Bones
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Total time: 45 minutes
Serves: 4
4 Omaha Steaks T-bone steaks
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/4 cup Omaha Steaks Private Reserve Seasoning,
or salt and pepper
1 recipe Roasted Pepper Pesto (see recipe below)
4 fresh basil sprigs
Preheat grill to medium. Brush steaks with olive
oil and season with seasoning, or salt and pepper.
Brush both sides of steaks with Roasted Pepper Pesto.
Place steaks on grill and cook to desired doneness.
(For a medium-rare steak about 8 minutes on first
side and 6 to 7 minutes on second side.) When steaks
are finished, brush both sides one final time with
pesto. Serve steaks with dollop of unused pesto in
center of each and garnish with fresh basil sprig.
Roasted Pepper Pesto
Makes: approximately 2 cups
1 cup roasted red peppers, peeled, seeded and
chopped
1/4 cup garlic cloves, peeled
1/2 cup pine nuts, toasted
2 tablespoons fresh basil, chopped
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 cup Parmesan cheese, grated
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1/2 cup olive oil
Combine all ingredients except olive oil in food
processor or blender, and puree until smooth. Next,
add oil slowly in food processor until completely
combined.
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WE STAND FOR

you.

SM

And for doing the little things right.
Farm safety means doing the little things right so that the big things go smoothly.
That’s why Nationwide Agribusiness, the nation’s number one farm insurer, partners
with the West Virgina Farm Bureau Federation®.
United, we value taking the time to teach and learn safety in all aspects
Call 866-670-1765 or visit nationwide.com/wvfb to learn more.

NationwideAgribusiness.com

Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and AMCO Insurance Company. Home Office: 1100
Locust Street, Des Moines, IA, 50391. We Stand For You is a service mark of Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. Products and discounts not available
to all persons in all states. Nationwide may make a financial contribution to this organization in return for the opportunity to market products and services to its members or customers. Nationwide, Nationwide
Insurance and the Nationwide framemark are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. The Farm Bureau, FB, and the FB National logo are trademarks of American Farm Bureau Federation and used
with permission under license by Nationwide. © 2013 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. FBO-0176M1 (11/13)

