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Articles for NewsBytes must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Time-
sensitive announcements must be submitted no less than 8 weeks prior to the date of the event.  Electronic 
submissions, including photos, are preferred.  

Save the Dates
Day at the Legislature

January 30, 2023
WVFB Day at the Legislature is an opportunity for our members to 

experience the legislative process first hand. WVFB members discuss 
policy that we, as an organization, deem timely and important.

Taste of West Virginia
January 30, 2023

The WVFB Taste of West Virginia Reception occurs on the evening of 
our Day at the Legislature. Members and elected officials join around 
the table to discuss important issues to farmers, landowners, and 
consumers while enjoying a delicious meal entirely made up of foods 
donated by West Virginia growers and producers.

2023 FUSION Conference
March 3-6, 2023 | Jacksonville, FL

Great speakers, breakout sessions and evening events designed to 
bring together volunteer leaders from the Promotion & Education, 
Women’s Leadership and Young Farmers & Ranchers programs. You’ll 
leave the conference with new friends, new ideas and new energy for 
your farm and Farm Bureau. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from the West Virginia Farm Bureau Staff!

Front row, left to right: Jessie Pennell, Patty Sayre, and Crystal Squires
Back row left to right:  Steve Butler, Brenda Snyder, Ron Williams, Michelle Bailey, and Dwayne O’Dell



West Virginia Farm Bureau News    5  

TACKLE EVERY TASK.

WHATEVER NEEDS DOING, THERE’S 
A DEFENDER UP FOR THE CHALLENGE.

Our lineup is built extra tough with industry-leading utility features to 
take you beyond the daily grind. Anywhere you need it, the Defender 
gets the job done right. And right now, there’s never been more 
options for you to � nd what you need.

2022 DEFENDER DPS 
HD7

NEW 2022 DEFENDER MAX 
LONE STAR CAB
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features, models or equipment without incurring obligation. Some models depicted may include optional equipment. BRP recommends that all SxS drivers take a training course. SxSs can be hazardous to operate. Never carry passengers on any SxS not speci�cally
designed by the manufacturer for such use. Carefully read the vehicle’s operator’s guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. SxSs are for o�-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your
safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on di�cult terrain.
Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit can-amo�road.com.
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Dwayne O’Dell, WVFB Director of Government Affairs

I hope each of you enjoyed Thanksgiving.  Even 
in the face of all the issues we face, like inflation 
and production costs, America is still the greatest 
country in the world.  We remain free and have a 
standard of living above most other countries.  Our 
founders crafted the Constitution for the worst of 
times.  The United States has stood strong through 
wars, depressions, recessions, riots, poor leaders, 
great leaders, and both good and bad economic 
conditions.  Certainly, the freedoms we enjoy have 
been secured by the great service of our veterans.  
Thanks to all of our veterans for their service.

Some of the most famous signs in West 
Virginia say “Apply Within” or “Help Wanted”.  
The current unemployment rate of 3.7 percent 
has remained unchanged since March 2022.  
The total number of people working in the 
United States is 158.6 million.  Our workforce 
participation is 62 percent, and approximately 6.1 
million people are unemployed. 

During the pandemic, employers were forced 
to shed employees, leaving 23 million workers 
without jobs in April 2020.  Based on new business 
applications of approximately 200,000 per month, 
it appears that a number of people decided to 
start their own businesses.  The number of new 
business starts are up 45 percent in 2022 over 2019.  
Bureau of Labor Statistics reveal the labor market 
remains short of nearly 5 million workers.  The 
labor shortage has driven wages up by nearly 10 
percent over the last two years.  

Farmers’ use of H-2A workers is up 17 percent 
in 2022 and was up 15 percent in 2021 over 2020.  
The incredibly tight labor market has taken its 
toll on agricultural businesses all across America 
and is part of the reason for high production 
costs for farmers.

The 2022 West Virginia general election 
expanded Republican majorities in both the 
Senate and House.  The legislative session starts 

January 11, 2023, 
with 88 Republicans 
and 12 Democrats 
in the House.  The 
Senate will be 
made up of 30 
Republicans and       
4 Democrats.  

I have served as your Director of Government 
Affairs since January 2016.  The West Virginia Farm 
Bureau has always worked with both sides of the 
aisle and will continue to do so.  The issues we 
face are not based on a political party but centered 
upon the needs of our agricultural producers.  

All four constitutional amendments failed to 
be approved by our citizens.  Governor Justice has 
promised to introduce legislation to set up a rebate 
system for annual vehicle taxes.  This will amount 
to approximately $130 million.

Certainly, tax issues will be prominent 
in the upcoming session, as well as DHHR 
reorganization, education, and economic 
development.  WVFB will continue to seek 
protection of private property rights, scientifically 
based environmental policies, and commonsense 
tax policies.  Over the last few years, WVFB has 
secured legislation that protects the right to farm, 
increases trespass penalties, allows exemptions 
from international property codes, and protects 
current favorable farm business tax policy.

Thank you for your membership in the WVFB.  
Our grassroots policy development and your 
commitment to investing your time to talk to 
legislators have been the main reasons for the 
successes currently enjoyed by West Virginia 
farmers.  I hope each of you take the time to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  My prayer is that “all 
will come to the knowledge and acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

 Have a great day!

Around the Dome
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2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S

— by Ron Williams

The 103rd Annual Meeting of the West Virginia Farm Bureau was an amazing event to watch unfold.       
I suppose that since I am a true newcomer to the whole experience, my objectivity should not come into 
question. Although, as my grandfather would have said, I am still “wet behind the ears,” that fact cannot 
deprive those responsible for this event the distinction they are due. The hard work and dedication 
to pull it all off was undeniable.  What a whirlwind! To have such a tremendous amount of work 
accomplished in such a short amount of time was incredible.  My only criticism would be that the play 
time in such a beautiful atmosphere was not long enough. Maybe I will have to take that up with my boss 
at some future date.

Faith, Family, Freedom, Friendship, and Farming....
All on Full Display

After a YF&R Financial Advisory Group meeting 
and a Resolutions Committee meeting, we all 
gathered together for a Memorial Service hosted 
by the WVFB Women’s Leadership Committee. 
After the inspiring message 
from Pastor Joey Morgan, 
tribute was made to those 
who had passed over the last 
year. After the candlelighting 
ceremony, Pam Hessler 
made a special presentation 
to Jerry Warner of Pendleton 
County in memory of his wife 
Dottie.
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2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S

 Membership Recruitment Awards

 Nationwide Farm Sales Awards

Hampshire County
David Parker

Quota/Administration

Shawnda Vega (Sponsor Relations), Alexis McCoy (Blue 
Ridge Risk Partners), and Charles Wilfong

Ritchie County
Karen Ireland

Quota/Bronze Gain

Clay County
Brian Moore

Quota/Silver Gain

Pocahontas County
Charles Wilfong

Quota

Pendleton County
Steve Conrad

Quota

Greenbrier County
Joe Clay
Quota

Taylor County
Corey Lambert

Quota/Bronze Gain

2nd Place Recruiter
Patricia Bunner

10 Members

Pleasants County
Audra Cunningham
Quota/Silver Gain

The top 3 Nationwide agencies in farm sales were 
recognized for new farm premium in the past 12 months. 

First Place: 
Fargo-Jones Insurance Agency (Thomas Jones)

Second Place:
 Frohnapfel & Burkett Insurance Agency (Neil Burkett). 

Third Place:
Blue Ridge Risk Partners, LLC (Kyle Johnson)
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2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S
Women’s Leadership Committee Awards

First Place: Mercer County
Some of Mercer County’s activities included adopting a Plan of Work, helped 
with the county Farm Bureau newsletter, participated in the Mercer County 
Fair and West Virginia Day in Princeton.  They also made contact with their 
state legislators, contributed to the Mercer County Food Bank for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, distributed the AFBF “Book of the Year” to elementary schools, 
donated items to the state Women’s Leadership Committee Silent Auction, 
and contributed and participated in the Ronald McDonald House program. 
Nancy Canterbury was on hand to receive the award for Mercer County.

Third Place: Monongalia County
The ladies from Monongalia County WLC participated in the Monongalia 
County Fair, and attended the legislative day in Charleston.  They also 
participated with the local Extension to 4-H Camp in a Bag.  They read “The 
Tales of the Dairy Godmother” to local elementary students, sponsored a 
teacher to attend the Summer Ag. Institute, sponsored the Mobile Ag. Lab, 
participated in the Youth Speech Contest, donated to the WVU Rifle Team, and 
participated in the Ronald McDonald Houses program by raising monies and 
collecting food donations. Receiving the award for Monongalia County was 
Mariah Hatton.

Second Place: Greenbrier County
The Greenbrier County WLC adopted a Plan of Work, signed up new 
members, hosted a Farm/City spaghetti dinner, collected monies and food 
items for the Ronald McDonald Houses and worked at the WV State Fair 
Booth.  They also made contact with their state legislators and invited them 
to the Farm/City dinner, participated in Accurate Ag. Book to the elementary 
schools, made a donation to the Mobile Ag. Lab, and donated to the state 
WLC Silent Auction. Mary Clay received the award for Greenbrier County.

Honorable Mention: Braxton County
Linda Brown received the award for Mercer County.
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2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S

Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab Sponsorship Recognition

Bounty Minerals
Valerie Antonette

Women’s Leadership
Committee

Pam Hessler

WV Royalty Owners Association
Tom Huber

Patricia Bunner Henderson’s Farm
Howard and Linda Henderson

Greenbrier County
Farm Bureau

Mary Clay

Bill and Sandra
Coffindaffer

In memory of
Terry Hardman

Braxton County
Farm Bureau

Donald Burroughs

Preston County
Farm Bureau
Janet Gregg

Wetzel County
Farm Bureau

Howard Henderson

These are some of the county Farm Bureau’s, businesses and individuals who made donations to 
the Farm Bureau Foundation to keep the cost of the program to a minimum for the schools.  These 
donations helped to keep supplies for lessons stocked and helps with the yearly maintenance that the 
lab needs. Michelle Bailey, coordinator, was on hand to recognize them for their contributions.
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2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S
Zippy Duvall Speaks to a Captive Audience

The following are highlights from featured 
speaker, AFBF President Zippy Duvall:

The Importance of Telling Your Story 
People ask me what I do. Well, I travel about 

half the time. I am at conventions, meetings, and 
on farms, gathering stories from farmers and 
taking them back to Washington, DC. Then I use 
those stories where I think they would best help 
us. I tell a lot of farmer’s stories across Washington, 
DC., and it is tremendous when I use your stories. 
However, my story is always better when it is my 
story, and your story is best whenever you tell 
it…when you come to Washington or a town hall 
meeting. We should never miss an opportunity 
to go to a town hall meeting with a congressman 
or a senator. Never. It is important business. You 
are out there to talk about the issues, about how 
regulations affect you, how SEC Rules affect you. If 
you are not there telling that story, then somebody 
else is going to tell it, and I want to get the story 
told right. Town hall meetings are important. 

Opening up your farm to people who work in 
congressional offices makes a huge difference. 
Those young people in those offices have 
absolutely no idea and they are telling that 
congressman how they ought to vote based upon 
what they know. If you don’t bring them onto 
your farm and tell them what you are doing and 
why you are doing it, then they are going to give 
them the wrong information. I had a daughter that 

worked there for seven 
years, so I know. Those 
elected officials depend 
on those young people 
to do the research and 
tell them how to vote.

I remember one 
afternoon when I had 
1,500 county presidents 
on the phone with the 
President of the United 
States of America. I 
don’t know if that has 
ever been done before. 
It was an awesome afternoon to know that the 
President of the United States was so concerned 
about rural America and farmers and ranchers that 
he would take an hour out of his schedule to talk 
to county farm bureau presidents.  Do you think 
that he did that because of me?  No. He did that 
because this great organization represents rural 
Americans with their own story to tell. We are the 
economic engine for rural America. We are the 
ones that makes things turn, and he knew that, and 
we were able to capitalize on that.

The Farm Bill 
We have a Farm Bill coming up.  We’re going to 

write it next year. We have been working 2 years 
with our Farm Bureau working group and we 
invited all of our national affairs people and all of 

Zippy Duvall
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our Farm Bureaus have taken part in that. We put 
their recommendations in front of the board and 
they unanimously voted for them. We are going 
to be protecting crop insurance, corn is on top of 
the farm bill agenda, and we are going to make 
sure that Title One Farm Programs are there. We 
are going to make sure that conservation (climate, 
smart practices, sustainability) whatever you 
want to name it, we want to make sure that the 
American people know that we didn’t just start on 
it this year. We’ve been working on it, and if they 
want us to do more, then let’s put the research 
and development dollars into it. Show us that it is 
scientifically sound, make it voluntary or market 
incentivized and we’ll do it. We have done it in 
conservation, we will do it in climate, and we’ll do 
it in sustainability. But if they want us to continue 
to save the planet, they are going to have to give us 
those projects and that research so that we know 
what needs to be done next. 

If they don’t do that, then all of the small 
farmers are going to lose out. That is my biggest 
concern. Every meeting that I go to, whether it’s in 
the White House, or congress or in a CEO group, 
my question is always “how is that going to affect 
the small and medium-sized farms.” If it’s all about 
that guy with 15-20,000 acres then it isn’t going 
to work because 98% of all farms are still family 
owned and the average size is still very small.  We 
have to make sure that these items coming down 
the pipeline will keep small, medium and large 
farms in business. 

We also have to understand that we will never 
have another Farm Bill if nutrition is not tied to 

it. The battle won’t be about farm produce, it will 
be about nutrition, and how they will deliver and 
how much money will be in it. But we have to 
have a Farm Bill, because that is what helps us 
protect our crops and our farms so that we can 
get through until the next season if we have a 
disaster on our farm. 

Labor and Trade 
So, we continue to labor. The biggest limiting 

factor that agriculture faces is labor.  You and I, 
as farmers and businessmen, could sit down and 
solve these problems before lunch time tomorrow, 
but the politicians can’t get there. They don’t have 
the stomach to do it and it is time for us to tell 
them. They have to stiffen their backs up and get 
the guts do it.  

When it comes to trade, this administration 
moves like a snail when it comes to trade. When 
they did the Indo-Pacific Trade Agreement, they 
didn’t give us open markets. It did not accomplish 
anything for us. We are, right now, pushing to 
enforce the USMCA. If Mexico continues to go in 
the direction they are going with corn, they are 
going to break that treaty. We need to make sure 
that they enforce that treaty, because one of every 
three rows of corn is grown for the foreign market, 
and Mexico is one of our biggest customers. 
Mexico is buying into the Farm to Fork, the 
program from Europe, and that means that they 
want to do away with all the chemicals that we 
use, and all the biotechnology that we use, and 
they don’t want corn produced that way. We need 
to find a way around that and we are consistently 
talking about that.
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Teaching Time
Those are just are just a few of the issues that 

we are fighting for you every day. We have your 
back, but what makes us strong is you. I am going 
to tell you a story, and I will let you know what our 
biggest challenge is going to be. Last summer, my 
grandson, who is 10 years old, came to the farm 
to stay with me. Like most young kids his age, he 
wanted to go to the creek and he wanted to build 
a swing across the creek. So, I went and bought a 
new rope and went down there. It took us about 
two hours to throw that rope over the right limb. 
Now you know how a ten-year-old is. He didn’t 
have the patience to do that. He was all frustrated 
and ready to go. We finally got it over and then, of 
course, I got the wrong rope and it got some stretch 
in it.  Every time he went across, he would drag…
he was so disappointed. So, I said, “come-on, let’s 
go get us a hamburger and get us some good rope 
this time and fix it.” Well, all along the trip he was 
wringin’ his hands and sayin’ “It’s going to take us 
two more hours to get that rope over that limb, and 
I know you’re not gonna give me two more hours 
because we’re gonna have to go to work.” I said, 
“Don’t worry about it, we’ll get it.” So, I took that 
rope and I tied it onto the old rope and pulled it up 
over the limb. My grandson looked at me and said, 
“You’re a genius!” 

I told you that story because the biggest 
challenge we have in front of us is that we have 
a new congress coming to town and a huge 
percentage of them have never written a Farm 
Bill. They won’t even know what a Farm Bill is and 
they won’t know that a Farm Bill and nutrition 
are written together. But they are fixin’ to find out. 
The biggest challenge we’ve got is to get those new 
people to understand why their constituents need 
a Farm Bill. Whether it’s nutrition or whether they 
come from a rural area and need to know what 
farm insurance really is, we are going to introduce 
the American Farm Bureau to every one of them. 
But when you call them and say, “Look, I’m a 

farmer, and this is how the Farm Bill affects me,” 
then we have made that connection and we’ve 
plowed that ground and planted crops so that we 
can reap the harvest.

Our Best Days are in Front of Us!
A lot of organizations talk about grass roots, 

but we live by them. You are the most important 
people. When you see us send you an email or 
text asking you to “please call your congressman,” 
PLEASE, call your congressman. It is important 
for them to hear from you. I promise you that after 
when send out those emails, in a few days or weeks 
we will have someone sitting in their office. And if 
we need someone to come in and testify, we will 
call one of you and we will help you do it. This 
organization has a great reputation for doing what’s 
right and a reputation that its policies are built 
by farmers from the ground up and we do things 
respectfully. That’s why people appreciate us. 

We are American agriculture. We are the 
American farmer and rancher. We are the breed 
that created and built this country. Are we any 
different than we were 103 years ago, or when 
this nation was created? No, I would say that we 
are even tougher…as long as we apply ourselves. 
We are the American farmer and I am darn proud 
to be one. I am even more proud to lead this 
great organization as your president and I thank 
you for that privilege. The best days of American 
agriculture and the best days of American Farm 
Bureau are in front of us.  

Zippy Duvall takes a moment to speak to Frank Nash 
(Mercer County) after his speech
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General Session opened on Monday morning 
with a few patriotic tunes and the posting of 
the colors by the American Legion Post #18 of 
Cameron, West Virginia. Following the reports 
and roll call of voting delegates, WVFB President 
Charles Wilfong gave us his annual address. 

Prior to lunch, we were also treated to the WVFB 
Quiz Bowl. Two teams, South Harrison and Preston 
County FFA’s, went head to head for the title with 
South Harrison coming out on top.

Featured speaker for the Monday morning 
session was Jeffrey Sokal, CEO of Mountaintop 
Beverage in Morgantown. They intend to be on-
line by the end of the year and will eventually 

employ nearly 400 people. The big gain for our 
state would be the down-stream effects to our 
economy. In addition to his vision of tackling food 
insecurity in the region, Jeffrey treated us to an 
insightful assessment of the state of milk farming 
in West Virginia. The West Virginia Farm Bureau is 
hopeful that, together with the WV Department of 
Agriculture, we can help to create a big comeback 
for the dairy industry.  

2022 Annual Meeting
H I G H L I G H T S

General Session

American Legion Post #18

President Charles Wilfong giving his annual address

Jeffrey Sokal, CEO, Mountaintop Beverage

1st place team from South Harrison FFA, receiving $300.00 
each - Olivia Marshall, Spencer Nolan, Hope Woods, Michael 

Radcliff and Cody Mitchell VP WV FFA. Advisor: John Lockhart

2nd place team from Preston County FFA, receiving $50.00 
each - Madison Bolyard, Addison Bolyard, Averi Adams and 

Natalie Stemple.  Advisor: Terry Hauser
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Luncheon Speakers
Isabella Chism 

Speaking at the Monday 
Women’s Luncheon was 
Isabella Chism.  Isabella  
was elected chair of the 
American Farm Bureau 
Women’s Leadership 
Committee in January 2021. 
Prior to that she was elected 
as vice chair in 2015 and 

reelected in January 2017. She served for seven 
years as the Midwest Region Representative, being 
first elected to the AFBWLC in 2008.

Isabella also represents American Farm Bureau 
on the Agriculture Council of America (ACA) 
which coordinates the annual National Agriculture 
Day celebration in Washington, D.C. and around 
the country. In addition, she serves as second 
vice president of Indiana Farm Bureau, on the 
board of directors of IFB and affiliated companies, 
including Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance. She is a 
member of the executive committee and chairs the 
state Women’s Leadership Committee.

She and her husband, Kent, farm in Howard 
County, Indiana, raising corn, soybeans, and sweet 
corn. They have three children that are married 
with children of their own. One of their daughters 
came back to the farm with her husband and they 
farm with the family. 

Mondays Luncheon 
featured Miss West 
Virginia Elizabeth 
Lynch.  She is a 
native of Martinsburg, 
West Virginia and is 
honored to represent 
the Mountain State 
while advocating for 
her lifelong passion of 
agriculture. Elizabeth 
is a summa cum laude 
graduate of Delaware 
State University and a 
recent graduate of West 

Virginia University with a Master of Science in food 
and nutritional science. Upon completion of her 
year of service as Miss West Virginia, she will start 
her PhD with a focus on animal science.

Elizabeth’s Social Impact Initiative, ”Growing Up, 
Growing Ag: Advocating for Appalachian Agriculture”, 
seeks to promote agricultural literacy and raise 
awareness about the benefits of farming and 
agriculture, especially in the Appalachian region.

Elizabeth worked closely with Poultry Specialists 
to facilitate and conduct research and with the 
WVU Pilot Feed Mill for feed manufacturing. Most 
recently she taught 
agriculture extension 
workshops across the 
state as a WVU graduate 
research assistant. She is 
a member of American 
Agri-Women and the 
WV Farm Bureau. Her 
“Farmer Friday” weekly 
broadcast has over 3,000 
viewers and features 
agriculturists, legislators, 
and leaders in the 
agriculture industry.
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After the election of regional directors 
and officers, we took and short break and 
then headed off to the annual banquet in the 
Glessner Room. It is hard to imagine a more 
beautifully decorated room. Simply gorgeous! 

After the dinner we were treated to a 
special presentation by West Virginia Public 
Theatre. “Jingle That” was an hour long 
collection Christmas medleys. The highlight 
of the show (in the humble opinion of 
your editor) was the retelling of the birth 
of Christ through song. The transitions 
between scenes were flawless and the song 
selections were excellent.Well done Katy 
Blake (Director) and Ryan McCurdy (Musical 
Director/Musical Arrangements)!

After the show, the lights came up and the Distinguished Service 
Awards were presented. The WVFB Distinguished Service Award is one of 
the highest honors bestowed upon a member of the agricultural family.

Each year, WVFB selects one 
male and one female to receive 
this award for their distinguished 
and meritorious service in 
recognition of their contribution to 
the establishment, development, 
advancement or improvement of 

agriculture through their 
service to WVFB.

Those honored at 
the banquet were Pam 
Lewis Hessler and E. 
Garry Shanholtz. On 
hand to accept the 
award for Garry was 
David Parker.

2022 Annual Meeting
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Monday Night Banquet

Distinguished Service Awards

Pam Hessler

David Parker accepting the award for 
Garry Shanholtz
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Young Farmer Live Auction
The Young Farmers wrapped up the evening with their auction. Not only does this event generate a lot 

of excitement for the young farmers, but it also generates a lot of cash! YF&R came away with $3,061.00.  
Thanks so much to all who purchased and/or donated items.
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For a time, such as this…that perfectly 
describes the WVFB 103rd Annual Meeting at 
Olgebay Resort in Wheeling WV, Nov 13-15.  
From the festive holiday decorations, the Festival 
of Lights, the live entertainment each evening 
sponsored by the Oglebay Resort, and our guest 
speakers throughout the meeting, AFBF President, 
Zippy Duvall; ABFB WLC Chair, Isabella Chism; 
and Miss West Virginia, Elizabeth Lynch, it will be 
hard to top this next year in Charleston, that is for 
sure.  For those who were unable to attend, let me 
do my best to summarize the events.  

The meeting began on Sunday afternoon 
with the Memorial Service honoring and 
commemorating veterans and those farm bureau 
friends and family who have passed.  I’ve been 
attending this meeting for the past 27 years and 
each year there are several members who I hold 
dear, not only those from my county and region but 
from all across the state.  This year we lost long-
time state board member, Ralph Blair of Wood 
County and a very special lady from our state WLC 
representing Region 2, Dottie Warner.  It was hard 
hearing her name read and watching her husband 
during the service.  Following the service, the WLC 

gifted the engraved 
vase with flowers 
to Dottie’s 
husband, Jerry 
in her memory.  
I believe Dottie was with us as something special 
occurred the next day that I will touch on later.

Sunday concluded with the awards ceremony 
to celebrate those counties that reached quota, 
donated to the Mobile Ag Education Science 
Lab and the top 3 Women’s Leadership County 
awards.  This year the top 3 WLC were 1st Place 
Mercer County, 2nd Place Greenbrier County, 
3rd Place Monongalia County and Honorable 
Mention Braxton County.  The evening concluded 
with the Flora & Denver Turner Memorial Youth 
Speech Contest.  This year, six high school students 
competed  (Randi Jo Wolford, Hampshire; Michelle 
Sampson, Wood; Anna Mason, Ritchie; Olivia 
Mitchell, Preston; Meghan Hofstutler, Monongalia; 
& Sydney Deaton, Tyler) and they amazed us 
all with their knowledge and delivery of their 
speeches.  None of the topics were easy and being 
able to speak in front of a room full of people is 
considered one of the greatest fears of most people, 

 

Lines to the Ladies

Pam Hessler, WLC Chair

L-R:  Cody Mitchell (2021 Youth Speech winner & current WV State FFA VP); Randi Jo Wolford – Hampshire Co (1st Place); 
Michelle Sampson – Wood Co (2nd Place); Olivia Mitchell – Preston Co; Meghan Hofstutler – Monongalia Co; Sydney Deaton – 

Tyler Co; Anna Mason – Ritchie Co (3rd Place); and Elizabeth Lynch, Miss West Virginia
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but these young adults did a wonderful job!  Kim Brown (daughter 
of Flora & Denver Turner) and her husband, Boone, made an 
additional contribution financially so the 1st place winner can 
receive a scholarship for up to 4 years as long as they maintain a 
3.0 GPA.  1st Place and winner of a $650 continuous scholarship 
went to Randi Jo Wolford of Hampshire County; 2nd Place and 
winner of $350 was Michelle Sampson, Wood County; and 3rd 
Place and winner of $250 was Anna Mason, Ritchie County.  There 
are no words to describe how thankful and truly blessed we are for 
the Turner & Brown family!  Thank you just doesn’t seem enough.

On Monday morning, the WLC even regions caucused with the 
following results:  Region 2 – Chair, Frances Alt & new Vice Chair, 
Jessica Hoover (Dottie Warner’s granddaughter); Region 4 – Chair, 
Beckie Jack & Vice Chair, Jessica Otte; Region 6 – Chair, Janet Wigal 
and Vice Chair, Shelly Mason; and Region 8 – Chair, Mary Clay 
and Vice Chair, Nancy Canterbury.  I’m thankful to see that we 
have been successful recruiting young farmer women to join our 
committee over the past several years.

At the WLC luncheon, we were blessed to have AFBF WLC 
Chair, Isabella Chism as our guest speaker talk to us about “A Time 
Such as This”.  She emphasized how we need to tell our stories 
and how our lives are molded much like Play-Doh.  When you 
remove it from its container it never goes back the same, much like 
how life molds us along the way, but it’s important to stay flexible 
and mold-able, be an advocate for agriculture, and don’t let your 
Play-Doh get dry and brittle.  We gave away 5 Ag Books of the Year, 
“How to Grow a Monster” (how to grow monster vegetables), 
and I urged the recipients of these books to read the book at local 
elementary schools.   A special treat for me was seeing past WLC 
chair and former ABFB WLC Northeast Region representative and 
the only WV woman to serve on the national committee, Ethel 
Nash, as well as Mary Ellen Largent, my county mentor who took 

Ag Book of the Year
Recipients

Each recipient was urged to
read their book “How to 

Grow a Monster” at
local elementary schools.

Sandy 
Williams

Connie
Welch

AudraCunningham

Jessica
Hoover

Aimee 
Childs

1st Place Winner Randi Jo Wolford poses with the family of Flora and 
Denver Turner. L-R: Nick Smith, Dr. Breanna Brown, Randi Jo Wolford, 

Kim Brown, and Boone Brown.
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me under her wing when I first joined my county 
farm bureau. What a special lunch it was!!

Elections were held and I am so honored that 
the voting delegates at our annual luncheon voted 
me to serve for another year as your Chair.  The role 
is an easy one with both Mary Clay (Vice Chair) 
and Tanya Pitsenbarger (Secretary) beside me for 
another year.  I work with an incredible team of 
ladies from across the state so remember if you 
need suggestions or help with programs, don’t 
hesitate to contact any one of us.

The evening concluded with a wonderful banquet 
and a Christmas show “Jingle That” for our special 
entertainment. It was quite a magical evening for 
me as I was humbled and honored as this year’s 
Female Distinguished Service Award, along with 
Garry Shanholtz of Hampshire County, the Male 
Distinguished Service award.  I’m so thankful to my 
entire Farm Bureau family all across WV.  

Finally, I want to thank all of those attending 
for supporting our sweet treats table and donating 
83 silent auction items.  We raised $485.50 at our 
sweets table and $2,268 in the silent auction.  
This money helps the WLC support the AFBF 

Foundation’s White-Reinhardt Education Fund.  
This helps us more than you can ever imagine.

It was great to see so many members bring 
their FB activity, funny & whimsical, and rural 
scene photos this year.  The top 3 photos from each 
category were:  1st Place Farm Bureau Activity 
– Michelle Wilfong (Pocahontas), 2nd Place – 
Miranda King (Roane), and 3rd Place – Tim Reid 
(Hampshire).  1st Place Funny & Whimsical – Lacen 
Matheny (Monongalia), 2nd Place Melissa Mitchell 
(Preston), and 3rd Place – Mary Ella Cogle (Lewis).  
1st Place Rural Scene – Trey Sattler (Pocahontas), 
2nd Place – Mary Ella Cogle (Lewis), and 3rd Place – 
Helen McClain (Lewis).  I want to urge everyone to 
take pictures throughout the year and submit them 
at next year’s annual meeting.  Attendees at the 
meeting vote for their favorite photos and winners 
receive $25, $15, and $10 for placing.

Now, let me close by wishing everyone a safe, 
happy, and blessed Christmas season!  May it be 
filled with joy, laughter, good health, and the great 
smells of the season!

Blessings from my home to yours!
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Natural and Organic Natural and Organic 
Fertilizers & Feed SupplementsFertilizers & Feed Supplements

Healing the Earth and Feeding the World - Better Naturally!

CONTACT US FOR A COPY OF OUR NEW CATALOG! P.O. BOX 265 Bainbrige PA 17502 | CALL OUR OFFICE: 
800-347-1566 | EMAIL US AT INFO@FERTRELL.COM OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.FERTRELL.COM

Dealer Imprint Area

CHECK OUT THE 
MASSEY FERGUSON 
GC1700, 1700E AND 
1700M SERIES
Lemon’s Farm Equipment

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469

www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

CHECK OUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON GC1700, 1700E AND 1700M SERIES

YOU’RE PROUD OF YOUR FARM. NOW YOU
NEED A TRACTOR YOU’RE PROUD OF, TOO.

masseyferguson.us

Maybe you grew up on a farm. Or it took you a lifetime to get there. 
Either way, to make it work right, you need just the right tractor: a 1700 
Series compact tractor from Massey Ferguson®. Everything about these 
machines has been designed and engineered to help you get the job 
done right, whatever that job is. Now, and as your needs evolve in the 
years ahead. To learn more, see your Massey Ferguson dealer today.

© 2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO® 
and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18TK007CRv01
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Young Farmer &
Rancher Report

Michelle Wilfong, YF&R Chair

My name is Michelle Wilfong and I am the 
new chair of the WV Farm Bureau Young Farmer 
& Rancher Committee. I currently reside in 
Pocahontas County with my husband, Charles II 
and son, CW. I am so excited for this upcoming 
year and I am positive the other committee 
members feel the same!

Serving as vice chair is Mariah Hatton and 
serving as secretary is Sarah Wayne. The three of 
us have already met and we are brainstorming 
activities for this year. Other current committee 
members include Kory Harmison, Tyler & Jesseca 
Bradfield, Ben & Rebecca Heavner, Dakota Pritt, 
Haley Bennett, Sara Wayne, Mariah Hatton, 
Lacen Matheny, Maggie Parsons, John & Miranda 
King, Silas Sattler, and Jonathan Wilkins. I would 
personally like to thank our previous chair, Danielle 
Grant, for all of her great work and contributions 
to our organization. I  would also like to thank 
everyone who participated in the live auction at the 
annual meeting. Thank you for all of the awesome 
donations, people who took bids and people who 
bought items. We were able to raise $3,061.00. 
The money raised will help to fund activities 
throughout the year.

Growing up in Fisher, WV, my parents were 
members of the Hardy County Farm Bureau; I was 
blessed to receive an agriculture scholarship from 
the Hardy County Farm Bureau to help further my 
education at WVU. My knowledge of the WV Farm 
Bureau grew when Charles and I began dating and 
I was put on the YF&R committee. (Having the state 
president as my future father in law had its perks 
J) This allowed me to attend WV Farm Bureau 
Annual Meetings, the AFBF Annual Convention 
and a FUSION Conference. Other activities 
included spring and fall farm tours, distributing a 
book barn, reading to elementary students during 

national ag week, presenting scholarships at WV 
State FFA Convention and so much more! 

More than ever, I realize and value the 
importance of the WV Farm Bureau. The 
experience that I have gained while being on the 
YF&R committee has been invaluable and I hope to 
share this with others. One goal that the committee 
has is to increase the number of members of our 
committee. If you know of anyone who is between 
the ages of 18-35 and has a passion for agriculture, 
please encourage them to become involved! We 
would love to see new faces! Our next in-person 
meeting is scheduled for January 30 in Charleston 
during Day at the Legislature. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact the WVFB 
office at 304-472-2080 or myself at 304-456-4652/
wilfongfarms@yahoo.com. Take time to enjoy your 
friends and family during this holiday season and 
remember the true reason for Christmas!
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Scan with camera
to view videos,

key features
and more.

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this 

FOR WORK AND PLAY, MULE™

SIDE X SIDES ARE BUILT STRONG 
AND BUILT TO LAST.

Assembled in the U.S.A. badge does not apply to MULE PRO-MX™ models"
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BRIDGEPORT
LEESON'S IMPORT 

MOTORS INC.
304-842-5469

www.leesonsarcticcat.com

ELKINS
ELKINS MOTORSPORTS

304-636-7732
www.elkinsmotorsports.net

FLATWOODS
LOCKARDS INC.

304-765-5295
www.lockards.com

HUNTINGTON
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www.keeferpowersports.net

MINERAL WELLS
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304-489-9824
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schrockfarmequipment.com
211 Wes White Rd., Oakland, MD 21550
SALES: 240-321-0999 • 301-616-0761
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God, Farming and
Sourdough Bread
          ...Stories from the Farm

Susan Wilkins Taylor

My husband has always been a kinder person 
than I have.  But I first realized how much so when 
one evening when he came home, saying he had 
seen an acquaintance of ours and how they had 
looked absolutely exhausted with the weight of the 
world on their shoulders.  I made some snark-filled 
remark like, “Yes, it is positively exhausting being 
that mean.”  His response was, “You don’t know 
what they might be dealing with that makes them 
act that way.”

With just that, I felt humbled.  We do not know.  
It seems like every person I talk to these days is 
dealing with a lot.  Death.  Illness.  Relationships.  
Financial problems.  Everyone, it seems, is 
dealing with so much.  And for all the people who 
share their problems, there are a lot more who do 
not share.  Who suffer in silence; camouflaging 
their sadness with a smile that never quite meets 
their eyes.

I have learned lately the value of checking 
in with a friend when they are on your mind.  
Just the other day, out of the blue, I received a 
message from an old friend who just said “You 
have been on my mind the last couple days and 
I am praying for you.”  I had not seen this person 
in almost a year or even talked to her for several 
weeks.  But she had felt the need to both pray for 
me, and let me know; and in the moment that she 

had sent that message, I did need her prayers.  
Just knowing that someone out there was praying 
for me made me feel comforted.  Oftentimes God 
places people in our paths and in our thoughts.  I 
believe it is for a reason.  

I have found that in those soul-trying times that 
come our way, my heart becomes more tender 
to those around me.  So even in the hurt, God 
can use the time to grow you into a better human 
being and a better Christian.  Smile at the lady 
who is taking too long picking something out at 
the grocery store.  Say good morning to the sour 
man who cuts in front of you in a long line.  Avoid 
jumping to conclusions when you hear gossip.  
Extend grace.

Grace.  Grace allows us to begin each day as a 
new day.  Grace is a gift.  It is lovingly given to us 
from our Heavenly Father when we truly do not 
deserve it.  Grace is what we should try to extend to 
one another.

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness,’” – 
2 Corinthians 12:9

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace.” – 1 Peter 4:10
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Holiday Mini Beef Meatball Skewers
with Cranberry Barbecue Sauce
Before bringing out the main course, invite your guests to share in this easy-to-make 
favorite that can tide the cravings of a hungry crowd. 
Recipe courtesy of Beef Loving Texans
Total time: 50 minutes
Servings: 12

1  pound ground beef
1  cup fresh zucchini, grated
1  egg
1/2  teaspoon salt
1/4  teaspoon pepper
1  small yellow onion, diced 1/2 inch
2  red bell peppers, diced 1/2 inch
2  green bell peppers, diced 1/2 inch
12  skewers (6 inches)

Cranberry Barbecue Sauce:
1  can (16 ounces) 
 whole berry cranberry sauce
3  tablespoons barbecue sauce

Preheat oven to 400 F. 

In medium bowl, lightly mix ground beef, 
zucchini, egg, salt and pepper until thoroughly 
combined. Shape into 24 1-inch meatballs. 
Alternately thread meatballs, onions, red 
peppers and green peppers onto skewers. Place skewers on shallow-rimmed baking sheet.

Bake 22-25 minutes, or until instant-read thermometer inserted into center of meatball registers 160 F.

To make cranberry barbecue sauce: In medium saucepan, combine cranberry sauce and barbecue sauce; simmer 5 
minutes, or until flavors blend. 

Drizzle sauce over skewers or serve as dipping sauce.

Go Big with a Bread Bowl
(Culinary.net) Perfect for afternoon snacking or as an appetizer, this Spinach-Ham Dip is warmed inside a bread bowl and 
can be served with bread cubes, crackers or tortilla chips. 
Find more snack ideas at Culinary.net.

Spinach-Ham Dip
2 cups ricotta cheese
1 cup sour cream
1 package (10 ounces) frozen spinach, 
 thawed and squeezed dry
1/4 pound ham, cubed
3/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
2 green onions, thinly sliced
1 round bread loaf (16 ounces), unsliced

Heat oven to 350 F.

In medium bowl, blend ricotta cheese and sour 
cream until smooth. Add spinach, ham, Parmesan 
cheese and green onions; mix until blended.

Cut 1-2-inch diameter circle out of top of bread 
loaf. Reserve top. Remove bread inside loaf, leaving 
about 1 inch along sides. Pour cheese mixture 
into bread bowl. Replace top. Cover bread loaf 
in aluminum foil and bake 60 minutes, or until 
warmed through.

Take bread removed from inside bread bowl and cut into dipping sized chunks. 

Remove bread from aluminum foil and place on platter. Scatter bread chunks around bread bowl to use for dunking in 
cheese sauce.
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Dish Up a Divine Holiday Dessert
Give your holiday gatherings a new twist this year with a creamy cranberry delight that’s a cause for celebration all on its 
own. Smooth, divine taste at the dessert table can be the memorable moment your family craves year after year. 

This rich, festive Cranberry Cheesecake combines classic flavor with a homemade cranberry compote-infused layer above 
a crust sweetly made using C&H Light Brown Sugar and graham crackers. Top it all off with fresh and sugared cranberries, 
rosemary springs and whipped cream for a tempting treat that tastes as good as it looks.

To find more sweet eats to celebrate the holidays, visit chsugar.com.

Cranberry Cheesecake
Prep time: 45 minutes
Cook time: 1 hour, 15 minutes

Cranberry Compote:
2  cups fresh cranberries
1  cup C&H Light Brown Sugar
1/4  cup freshly squeezed orange juice
1  teaspoon freshly grated orange zest

Crust:
2  cups graham cracker crumbs
6  tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
3  tablespoons C&H Light Brown Sugar
1/4  teaspoon salt

Cheesecake:
3  packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, 
 at room temperature
2  cups C&H Organic Raw Cane Sugar
3  tablespoons all-purpose flour
2  teaspoons pure vanilla extract
1/4  teaspoon salt
4  large eggs, at room temperature

1/2  cup sour cream, at room temperature
1/2  cup cranberry compote
 fresh cranberries
 sugared cranberries
 rosemary sprigs
 whipped cream

To make cranberry compote: In medium 
saucepan, bring cranberries, brown sugar, 
orange juice and orange zest to boil. Lower 
heat and simmer 10-15 minutes, or until most 
cranberries burst. Remove from heat. Cool 
completely at room temperature then transfer 
to bowl; refrigerate. 

To make crust: Preheat oven to 350 F. Butter 
8-inch springform pan and line bottom with 
parchment paper. Set aside.

In medium bowl, mix cracker crumbs, butter, 
brown sugar and salt. Press crumb mixture 
into bottom of prepared pan. Bake 15 minutes. 
Remove from oven and set aside. Reduce oven 
temperature to 325 F.

To make cheesecake: In bowl of electric mixer 
fitted with paddle attachment, beat cream 
cheese at medium speed until smooth. Add cane 
sugar and beat 2-3 minutes. Scrape sides of bowl as needed. Add flour, vanilla and salt. Beat 1 minute until incorporated. 

Add one egg at a time, mixing until incorporated. Add sour cream and mix 1 minute. Scrape sides of bowl as needed. In 
medium bowl, mix half of cheesecake batter with 1/2 cup cranberry compote.
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Monthly Puzzles with a Few Words of Country Wisdom Tossed in fer Good Measure!

November 2022 Solution

Come Sit
a Spell

CROSSWORD

Q.  What do you call an obnoxious reindeer?      A.  RUDE-olph!
Q.  What goes OH-OH-OH?       A.  Santa walking backwards!
Q.  Why does Santa have 3 gardens?    A.  So he can “HO HO HO!
Q.  Who is Santa’s favorite singer?           A.  Elf-is Presley!!!

Did You Know?
The “German”  part of German Chocolate cake comes from an 
American man - not European Country.  Specifically named 
after Sam German, who in 1852 created the formula for a mild 
dark chocolate bar for Baker’s Chocolate Company, which was 
subsequently named Baker’s German’s Sweet Chocolate..  On 
June 13, 1957, The Dallas Morning Star published the recipe for 
the cake, invented and submitted by a reader identified as Mrs. 
George Clay – according to What’s Cooking America.

Theme: Thanksgiving
ACROSS
1. Result of too much pressure
6.  Stir-fry pan
9.  Steps to the river, in India
13.  Hindu sage
14.  Attorneys’ org.
15.  *Christmas cookies emanation
16.  The Brady Bunch, e.g.
17.  Mourner’s wish
18.  Mature, as in fruit
19.  *Santa’s entryway
21.  *Holiday plum treat
23. Foot the bill
24.  Hot alcoholic beverage
25.  Not transgender
28.  *Frosty’s corn cob
30.  Attract
35.  Bad luck prediction
37.  Indian cuisine staple
39.  The whole amount
40.  “Keep this information” button
41.  *Coveted letter on a dreidel
43.  Dry as dust
44.  Opposite of digest
46.  Inconclusive
47.  Dirty air
48.  Diplomat
50.  Tallest volcano in Europe
52.  Like a fox
53.  Lion output
55.  Beholder’s organ
57.  *Breaking holiday news
61.  *Not coal on Christmas
65.  Courtroom excuse
66.  Golf coach at a country club
68.  Very, in music
69.  Make a logical connection           

(2 words)
70.  Promissory letters
71.  Pine or long
72.  Chows down
73.  Hundredweight, acr.
74.  Ooze out

DOWN
1. Nile denizen, for short
2.  *Like Duke brothers in 
 “Trading Places”
3.  *New Year’s Eve option: ____ 

Spumante
4. Title-holder
5.  Take for ransom
6.  On one’s guard
7.  ____-Wan of “Star Wars”
8.  K, in Greek
9.  *Rose Bowl field, e.g.
10.  Kachina doll maker
11.  Answer from the flock
12.  Drink for John Glenn
15.  Fervent
20.  Giving the once-over
22.  *”Mele Kalikimaka” strings
24.  More sordid
25.  Trig function
26.  Insect in adult stage
27.  *Number of candles in     

Kwanzaa’s kinara
29.  Sacrifice for gain
31.  Eighty-six
32.  List components
33.  *Holiday song offering
34.  Lament for the dead
36.  Scotland’s famous loch
38.  Eagle’s aerie
42.  Lid or lip embellishment
45.  Go to bed (2 words)
49.  *Yule tradition
51.  Pirate’s “Yes!”
54.  Savory jelly dish
56.  English county
57.  London art museum
58.  Hipbones
59.  *It’s sometimes ignored in face     

of holiday treats
60.  Wading bird
61.  Displeasure display
62.  Biblical birthright seller
63.  Backgammon predecessor
64.  Prong of a fork
67.  Column’s partner

CoW Cud...



Selling Land Everyday, The Right Way.

WE ARE #1 IN LAND AND FARMS SALES IN WV!
Successful forest management relies heavily on experienced, professional loggers.  Keith Hoke, owner 

of RK Hoke Logging, Greenbrier Co, has been logging for over 50 years in the forests of WV.

Richard Grist, Broker


