
Farm Bureau News September 2022



2   West Virginia Farm Bureau News

Articles for NewsBytes must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Time-
sensitive announcements must be submitted no less than 8 weeks prior to the date of the event.  Electronic 
submissions, including photos, are preferred.  

ABBY BLACK
NAMED 2022 CABELL COUNTY

FARM BUREAU
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

 The 2022 Cabell County Farm Bureau scholarship 
recipient was named and will be introduced at the 
Cabell County Fair on Friday, July 29th.

Abigail Black, daughter of David and Crystal 
Fletcher, of Barboursville, WV will be presented 
the scholarship before the beginning of the Youth 
Market Livestock Auction. 

Abby will be attending Potomac State College of 
West Virginia University this fall where she will be 
enrolled in the Agriculture 
Extension and Education 
program. Abby wants to 
follow in the footsteps 
of her advisers at Cabell 
Midland to become an 
Agriculture Education 
Teacher.  

Congratulations  and 
best wishes for continued 
success.

MS. KARI BROWN
NAMED COORDINATOR

Kari is also currently serving as a Wood 
County Farm Bureau Board of Director and 
is a trustee for the Wood County 4-H Camp.

Congratulations Kari!
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Constitutional Amendments 
on the Ballot

Charles Wilfong, President, West Virginia Farm Bureau

There seems to be a lot of questions about the 4 
amendments to the West Virginia Constitution that 
will be on the ballot on November 8th.  Let me lay 
out the basic parts of the amendments and their 
proposed intent.

Amendment No. 1: 
Clarification of the Judiciary’s Role in 

Impeachment Proceedings

Summary:  This amendment clarifies that the 
courts have no authority or jurisdiction to interfere 
or intervene with impeachment proceedings of the 
House of Delegates or the Senate.  It specifies that 
a judgment rendered by the Senate following an 
impeachment trial in the House is not reviewable by 
any court in the state.

Amendment No. 2: 
Property Tax   Modernization Amendment

This amendment provides the Legislature the authority 
to exempt tangible machinery, equipment, and inventory 
used directly in business activity and personal vehicles 
from ad valorem property taxation by general law.

(Note:  The local loss of revenue will supposedly be 
made up by the state in later action by the Legislature.  
It is uncertain what impact this could have with 
taxation of real property (homes, real estate) in the 
future.  Several moving parts of this must work together.  
The primary benefit is that it puts us on similar footing 
as surrounding states for business opportunities.)

Amendment No.3:
Incorporation of Churches 

and Religious Denominations

This provides by general law the security of title to 
church property, and for the sale and transfer thereof 
so that it shall be used, held, or transferred for the 
purposes of such church or religious denomination 
and allows for the incorporation of churches.

(Note:  The main purpose of incorporation is to 
limit liability.)

Amendment No 4:  
Education Accountability Amendment

The purpose of this amendment is to clarify 

that the rules and 
policies made by 
the state board 
of education are 
subject to legislative 
review, approval, 
amendment, or 
rejection.

(Note:  Currently, the state board of education 
basically reports to nobody.  This gives the Legislature 
the very much needed oversight of our West Virginia 
education system.)

Amendments to our constitution should always be 
taken seriously and well thought out.  The secretary of 
state’s website has the full text of the amendments, if 
you wish to read them.
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Dwayne O’Dell, WVFB Director of Government Relations

Summer is passing by quickly.  I hope each of 
you have time to take a few days off to enjoy West 
Virginia and possibly other areas.  Please consider 
the following issues and information.

On July 1, USDA reported that the total number 
of cattle in the United States was 98.8 million 
head, down 2 percent from a year ago.  Cattle on 
feed was 11.3 million, also down 2 percent from 
2021.  Heifers and heifer calves on feed were 4.45 
million, up 3 percent.  The rising number of heifers 
entering feedlots and high slaughter cow numbers 
will significantly reduce future numbers of calves 
for 2023 and beyond.  Total red meat in cold 
storage dropped 1 percent but is 24 percent higher 
than this time in 2021.  Tighter cattle supplies 
should help bring higher cattle prices in 2023.

USDA released the Land Value 2022 Summary 
Report in August.  The USDA’s Agricultural 
Statistics Service shows agricultural land values 
increased by $420 per acre in 2021.  U.S. average 
real estate value of $3,800 per acre is up 12 
percent.  West Virginia data indicate an 8 percent 
increase for cropland and a 5 percent increase 
for pastureland.  Cash rents have also jumped 
from 4.6 percent to 7.7 percent for cropland and 
pastureland.  Higher land costs in addition to 
increased inputs are additional hurdles for farmers 
working to raise crops and livestock.

Prices in grocery stores are up approximately 13 
percent in 2022, according to the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI).  The CPI also indicates a 30 percent 
energy cost increase for consumers.  The increases 
for food are the largest since 1979.

Food security has become a more important 
topic in recent months.  At the end of June, nearly 
50 percent of the wheat crop was being produced 
in areas experiencing drought.  Likewise, 56 
percent of barley, 42 percent of dairy cows, 35 
percent of hay, and 50 percent of cattle production 
in the U.S. are currently experiencing drought 

conditions.  

The recent State 
of Food Security 
and Nutrition World 
Report indicates that 
up to 820 million 
people are affected by daily hunger.  The report 
suggests that agricultural output must increase by 
28 percent to achieve food security for a growing 
world population.  

International companies like Bayer Crop 
Science, Corteva, BASF, and others are working 
on the development of drought and heat resistant 
corn and rice hybrids, as well as soybeans that are 
more resistant to pests.  The J. R. Simplot Company 
is using biotechnology to develop bruise resistant 
potatoes.  These are all exciting projects to meet a 
growing need for food.

The FDA has yet to issue guidance on new 
plant variety development using gene editing.  
Often, innovative feed additives and supplements 
require three to five years to receive FDA approval.  
Certainly, our government needs to ensure food 
safety for consumers, but many believe that 
agencies such as FDA, USDA, and EPA must step 
up the pace of approvals to meet the growing 
world demand for food.

Finally, the general election is only a couple of 
months away.  I encourage each of you to study 
the candidates and vote.   A full list of candidates is 
available at GoVoteWV.com.

Also, one correction is in order for last month’s 
article.  I said that the constitutional amendment 
on this fall’s ballot would allow the Legislature 
to reduce or eliminate the business inventory 
tax.  Actually, if the amendment is approved by 
voters, it would authorize only the elimination of 
the business inventory tax.  A summary of all four 
constitutional amendments is available on the 
Secretary of State’s website.  

Around the Dome
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Legislative interims will be held September 
11-13, November 13-15, and December 5-6, 2022.  
Governor Justice has appointed Andrew Anderson 
of Charleston to the 35th District.  He replaces 
Larry Pack, who resigned to become a senior 
advisor to the governor.  Also, Wayne Crozier of 
Charleston has been named to replace Delegate 
Jim Barack on the ballot for the 53rd District by the 
Democratic Executive Committee.

I hope each of you had a great summer.  I 
recently had the opportunity to travel for two 
weeks in the western United States.  We visited the 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, Yellowstone 
National Park in Wyoming, Cannon Beach in 
Oregon, and Mount Rushmore in South Dakota.  
The museum at Mount Rushmore displays quotes 
from the four presidents who are represented on 
the mountain.  These quotes remind me of the 
greatness of America and the hope of a bright 
future for all.

 Preserved at Mount Rushmore are these 
words of President Theodore Roosevelt from his 
address at Carnegie Hall in 1912.  He said, “We 

here in America hold in our hands the hopes of 
the world, the fate of the coming years: and shame 
and disgrace will be ours if in our eyes the light of 
high resolve is dimmed, if we trail in the dust of the 
golden hopes of men.”  May we each do our part 
to keep America on the path of greatness that has 
been entrusted to our generation!

 Have a great day!

Manholes, Septic Tanks, Pipe, Catch Basins
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Mfg.
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www.JolinConcrete.com
email: jolinconcrete@gmail.com

Phone: 304-496-8007 • Fax: 304-496-8009



West Virginia Farm Bureau News    7  

Scan with camera
to view videos,

key features
and more.

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this 

FOR WORK AND PLAY, MULE™

SIDE X SIDES ARE BUILT STRONG 
AND BUILT TO LAST.

Assembled in the U.S.A. badge does not apply to MULE PRO-MX™ models"

Scan with camera
to view videos,

key features
and more.

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this 

FOR WORK AND PLAY, MULE™

SIDE X SIDES ARE BUILT STRONG 
AND BUILT TO LAST.

Assembled in the U.S.A. badge does not apply to MULE PRO-MX™ models"

BRIDGEPORT
LEESON'S IMPORT 

MOTORS INC
304-842-5469

www.leesonsarcticcat.com

ELKINS
ELKINS MOTORSPORTS

304-636-7732
www.elkinsmotorsports.net

HUNTINGTON
ALL SEASONS 

POWERSPORTS
681-204-5007

www.allseasonsatv.com

LOGAN
KEEFER'S 

POWERSPORTS OF 
LOGAN

304-752-2245
www.keeferpowersports.net

MINERAL WELLS
ALL SEASONS 

POWERSPORTS
304-489-9824

www.allseasonsatv.com

SOUTH CHARLESTON
WV POWERSPORTS

304-768-1600
www.wvpowersports.com

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

FORD RANGER

FORD MAVERICK

F a r m  B u r e a u  m e m b e r s  r e ce i v e

ON AN ELIGIBLE NEW MAVERICK, RANGER, F-150®  OR SUPER DUTY ® 

E XC LU S I V E
CASH REWARD*

*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 
2021/2022/2023 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty. This incentive is not available on F-150 Lightning™, F-150® Raptor®, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty. This offer may not be used in conjunction 
with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to 
purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2023. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and 
complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #38326

Visit fordfarmbureauadvantage.com today! 

We value our long-standing partnership 
with Farm Bureau and are proud to offer 
you exclusive savings.

22_Gen_RANGER-MAV_Layout_C_8.5x11.indd   122_Gen_RANGER-MAV_Layout_C_8.5x11.indd   1 5/11/22   3:19 PM5/11/22   3:19 PM

Computer-generated image with available features shown.

FORD RANGER

FORD MAVERICK

F a r m  B u r e a u  m e m b e r s  r e ce i v e

ON AN ELIGIBLE NEW MAVERICK, RANGER, F-150®  OR SUPER DUTY ® 

E XC LU S I V E
CASH REWARD*

*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on the purchase or lease of an eligible new 
2021/2022/2023 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150 or Super Duty. This incentive is not available on F-150 Lightning™, F-150® Raptor®, F-650 and F-750 Super Duty. This offer may not be used in conjunction 
with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to 
purchase or lease and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 3, 2023. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and 
complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #38326

Visit fordfarmbureauadvantage.com today! 

We value our long-standing partnership 
with Farm Bureau and are proud to offer 
you exclusive savings.

22_Gen_RANGER-MAV_Layout_C_8.5x11.indd   122_Gen_RANGER-MAV_Layout_C_8.5x11.indd   1 5/11/22   3:19 PM5/11/22   3:19 PM

MOOREFIELD
WEIMER FORD
304-530-6566
weimerford.net

NEW 
MARTINSVILLE

COUNTRY ROADS 
FORD

304-455-1303
countryroadsford.

net

SPENCER
JACK GARRETT 

FORD
304-927-2490

jackgarrettford.com
Fork Ridge Rd • Glen Easton, WV

304-845-1525 or 304-686-2525
www.knightsfarmsupply.com

Now Hiring
Mechanic/Technician

Do all you need to do and moreDo all you need to do and more
with Massey Ferguson® compactwith Massey Ferguson® compact
and utility tractors. Big onand utility tractors. Big on
versatility, compact in design, theseversatility, compact in design, these
hardworking tractors open all newhardworking tractors open all new
possibilities for getting things done.possibilities for getting things done.

LESS CAN’T. MORE CAN.

www.masseyferguson.us



8   West Virginia Farm Bureau News

 

Looking Back with Pride
& Forward with Confidence
Danielle Grant, Young Farmer Chairperson

In 2002, I made the walk to the far end of 
Pendleton County High School. I went through the 
two doors to be met with the distinct smell that can 
only come from an agriculture classroom. It is a mix 
between sawdust from the shop, sanitizer from the 
meat room, and soil dragged in on someone’s shoes 
from the greenhouse. As I sat in the very back row 
that day, I had no idea that would be the smell of 
comfort I would find for the next four years. Within 
the next couple months, I zipped up that blue (it 
was more like purple, because this was before they 
changed the jacket) corduroy jacket for the first time. 
Still, in that moment I did not realize what that jacket 
and organization would eventually mean to me. 

My four years in that agriculture classroom flew 
by. By the end of my senior year, I was taking so 
many agriculture courses my high school teacher, 
Mr. Ron Hudson, had threatened to claim me on 
his taxes. My passion for agriculture education 
grew, but it was always my love for the FFA that 
made me crave more. I realized FFA was a door to 
so many opportunities and every time I pushed 
another door open, I became a better version of 
myself. In the spring of my senior year, I planned 
to go to college to become a nurse. Although it has 
been 16 years ago, I can still distinctly remember 
the conversation with Mr. Hudson that would cause 
me to change my major from nursing to agriculture 
education. This was a scary change for me. Being an 
agriculture education major meant I would have to 
leave home to attend college. Also, there are always 
nursing jobs, but what if I could not get a job in 
agriculture education? Reflecting on this now, I feel 
so confident God put Mr. Hudson in my life because 
he knew I would need him to push me to follow 
my passion and step outside of my comfort zone. 
As my parents drove me to Potomac State College 
that fall, I was nervous. I could feel their love and 
support for me on that journey, and I knew I was 
about to make them proud. I had a goal I needed to 
achieve, become an agriculture education teacher 
and impact student’s lives the way my teacher had 
impacted mine. Open the doors of opportunity to 
the next generation of FFA members. 

The time in 
college passed 
even more quickly 
than high school, 
and I soon found 
myself a senior 
at West Virginia University. It was time to do my 
student teaching. Ironically, during the summer 
before my student teaching was supposed to begin, 
a teacher retired from the program where I was 
supposed to student teach. They could no longer 
send two student teachers to that program, so I 
would now be sent to Jefferson County High School. 
Again, looking back, I can see God working his plan 
for my life. It was this change that led me to Mr. 
Mitch Fincham. I student taught under Mr. Fincham 
and Mr. Greene, but because there were two of us 
student teaching, the majority of my teaching was 
with Mr. Fincham. Mr. Fincham taught me to be a 
good teacher, but the life lessons I gained from him 
are what I cherish most of all. He was a strict teacher, 
but so caring toward the students. It would be very 
difficult to find someone who has dedicated their 
life to agriculture education and FFA more than Mr. 
Fincham. He also taught me a lot about balancing 
my work and family, a lesson I have valued 
throughout my teaching career. 

Eventually, after graduating with master’s 
degree, and spending a year working for the West 
Virginia Department of Agriculture, I started my 
teaching career at Lincoln County High School. 
At the end of that first school year, an agriculture 
program was started just 15 minutes from the farm 
where my home would be built, following our 
wedding. I was incredibly blessed to be chosen 
as the agriculture teacher at Buffalo High School. 
From 2012-2022, I had the amazing opportunity to 
teach in a program where I was surrounded with 
a supportive, loving community, and wonderfully 
driven and talented students. Over the past ten 
years, I have been a part of many families in the 
Buffalo community, and many students and 
parents have become a part of my family. 
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At the 2007 State FFA Convention, I stood on 
stage an unzipped my West Virginia State FFA 
Association jacket for the last time. Could this really 
be it? Was my time of service to the West Virginia 
FFA Association really finished? Although I know 
longer get to wear my corduroy jacket, 15 years 
later I have been given the incredible opportunity 
to serve the West Virginia FFA Association once 
again as the State Executive Secretary. It is 
incredibly humbling to serve an organization 
that has such incredible agriculture teachers/FFA 
advisors who have so greatly impacted the lives 
of members across the state, including mine. It 
is an honor to provide opportunities to current 
and future FFA members, who truly will become 
the next generation of agriculture leaders. I have 
also been given the privilege as a Service Assistant 
Professor at West Virginia University to contribute 
to the education of future agriculture teachers. 

When I reflect on the past 20 years of my life, 
I realize zipping that FFA jacket up for the first 
time was a starting point for where my life was 
going to go. When I stepped into that agriculture 
classroom in August 2002, I met a mentor who 

would push me to become the best version of 
myself. Deciding my time in agriculture education 
could not end after my four years of high school 
lead me to West Virginia University, where I would 
meet my husband, a farmer who would move me 
to the other side of the state, but just 15 minutes 
from the amazing Buffalo High School agriculture 
program. The people of that community were 
exactly the people I needed as our family grew and 
Ella and Bryson were welcomed into this world 
with an amazing extended “FFAmily.” It was out of 
obligation when I became the Buffalo FFA Chapter 
advisor that I attended my first Farm Bureau 
meeting, and I soon learned this was another 
incredible door to opportunities for me. My year of 
service as a State FFA Officer lead me to a greater 
desire to someday serve the West Virginia FFA 
Association once again. I have now been granted 
the amazing opportunity to teach at my alma mater 
and serve the West Virginia FFA Association. That 
blue jacket lead me to a life I would have never 
even dreamed of for myself. Today, I look back with 
so much pride, and forward with confidence.
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by Charles & Michelle Wilfong, WVFB Young Farmer & Rancher Committee Members

In August 2014, the cattle market was hot! We 
were recently married in April 2014 and had just 
built a new home. If steer prices stayed high for 
the next few years, we were going to pay off our 
home early. Weren’t we wrong! Steer prices we 
received the following years were nowhere what 
we had received in 2014. It was 2016 when I began 
brainstorming how we could generate more income 
for the farm instead of just relying on income from 
steers and lambs in the fall. I began asking Charles 
and he said, “Well that is what I have always done!” 
Other questions that came to mind was why did 
we always need to buy steers in the fall? Why did 
we always feed lambs until they were 120 lbs. and 
then sell them? Why did the farm always buy red 
Dodge trucks? Why was dry hay done and not 
wrapped hay? It was because of tradition! It was 
what Charles had been grown up with and what he 
was accustomed to. Nothing is wrong with tradition 
and I appreciate the saying, “If it isn’t broke, don’t 
fix it!” However, sometimes you need to diversify to 
better meet the needs of consumers. That is how we 
became involved in the agri-tourism industry!

We had our son, CW, in April 2018. We soon 
realized we wanted him to experience everything 
we did growing up. However, there wasn’t a corn 
maze in Pocahontas County at the time. The closest 
one was around 2 hours away and who wanted 
to take an infant for that long of a car ride? In 
June 2019 we cut out our first corn maze using a 
measuring wheel, spray paint, and a weed eater. 
If you think working cattle with your spouse is 

challenging, you have 
probably never tried 
to cut out a corn maze 
together. Haha! We 
opened in September 
and our goal was 300 
visitors. We surpassed 
that goal and started 
brainstorming how 
we could make it 
bigger and better for 
the following year. We 
are happy to say that 
we will be opening on 
September 17, 2022 for 
our 4th season! We no 
longer cut the maze by 
hand and have added 
many more attractions. 

In addition, we 
have also started direct 
marketing meat. This 
has allowed us to gain 
close relationships with 
community members 
and businesses. We feel 
that Covid-19 really 
made people open 
their eyes to where 
their food is actually coming from. We have also 
hosted two farm to table dinners at the farm and 
plan to continue this in the years to come! Perhaps 

Diversity is the Key
to Success in Agri-Tourism
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our must recent endeavor is the u-pick strawberry 
patch. We are gearing up to plant 10,000+ 
strawberry plugs in September 2022 in hopes of 
opening the patch up in May/June 2023. 

Charles and I took a chance and dove into these 
new endeavors. We aren’t perfect by any means 
and still have a lot of learning to do, but it has been 
worthwhile. The experience and connections we 
have made through all of this has been worthwhile. 
If you have an idea and want to try it, DO IT! Try 
not to worry about what the “norm” has always 
been in the past. You will not know until you try!

I am happy to say that we do not feed all of our 
lambs to 120 pounds anymore; there are a few 
Fords sitting in our driveway and there are several 
tubes of wrapped hay behind our house. One thing 
that I feel certain will never change-the strength 
of the WV Farm Bureau. For that, I am forever 
thankful! God Bless! 

       California Bureau size 4.5 x 5CLARKSBURG
COUNTRY CLUB CHRYSLER 

DODGE JEEP RAM
800-424-7611

www.CountryClubChrysler.com

NEWELL
HANCOCK COUNTY DODGE 
CHRYSLER JEEP AND RAM 

TRUCK
304-387-3100

hancockcountychryslerdodge-
jeepram.com

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com
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2022 WVFB GENERAL ELECTION

ENDORSEMENT LIST
US House of Representatives District #1

Carol Miller – R

US House of Representatives District #2
Alexander X. Mooney - R

WV Senate
District #2 – Charles Clements –R  
District #3 – Michael Azinger – R
District #4 – Eric J. Tarr – R
District #5 – Mike Woelfel – D
District #6 – Mark R. Maynard – R
District #7 – Ron Stollings – D
           Mike Stuart – R
District #8 – Richard Lindsay – D
District #9 – Rollan Roberts – R

District #10 – Vince Deeds – R
District #11 – Bill Hamilton – R
District #12 – Ben Queen – R
District #13 – Mike Oliverio – R
District #14 – Jay Taylor - R
District #15 – Charles S. Trump, IV – R
District #16 – Jason Barrett – R
District #17 – Tom Takubo – R
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WV House of Delegates
District #2 – Mark Zatezalo – R
District #3 – Phillip W. Diserio – D
District #4 – Erikka Storch – R
District #6 – Charlie Reynolds – R
District #7 – Charles R. Sheedy, Sr. – R
District #8 – David L. Kelly – R
District #9 – Trenton Carl Barnhart – R
District #10 – Bill Anderson – R
District #11 – Bob Fehrenbacher – R
District #12 – Vernon Criss – R
District #13 – Scot Heckert – R
District #15 – Riley Keaton - R
District #16 – Steve Westfall – R
District #17 – Jonathan Adam Pinson – R
District #18 – Jim Butler – R
District #19 – Kathie Hess Crouse – R
District #20 – Geoff Foster – R
District #22 – Daniel Linville – R
District #23 – Evan Worrell – R
District #26 – Matthew Rohrbach – R
District #27 – Chad Lovejoy – D
District #28 – Josh Booth – R
District #31 – Margitta Mazzocchi – R
District #33 – Jordan Bridges – R
District #32 -  Rodney A. Miller - D
District #33 -  Jordan Bridges - R
District #34 – Mark Dean – R
District #36 – Ed Evans – D
District #37 – Marty Gearheart – R
District #38 – Joe C. Ellington, Jr. – R
District #39 – Doug Smith – R
District #40 – Roy G. Cooper – R
District #41 – Jordan Maynor – R
District #42 – Brandon Steele – R
District #43 – Christopher W. Toney – R
District #46 – Mike Honaker – R
District #47 – Todd Longanacre – R
District #48 – Caleb L. Hanna – R
District #49 – Heather Tully – R
District #50 – Austin Haynes – R
District #51 – Tom Fast – R
District #52 – Greg Hendricks – R
District #53 – Chris Pritt – R
District #55 – Moore Capito – R
District #56 – Larry Pack – R

District #59 – Andy Shamblin – R
District #60 – Dana Ferrell – R
District #61 – Warren Dean Jeffries – R
District #62 – Roger Hanshaw – R
District #63 – Lori Cowger Dittman – R
District #64 – Adam Burkhammer – R
District #65 – Carl “Robbie” Martin – R
District #66 – William “Ty” Nestor – R
District #67 – Elias Coop-Gonzalez – R
District #68 – Chris Phillips – R
District #69 – Keith Marple – R
District #70 -  Mickey Petitto - R
District #71 – Laura Kimble – R
District #72 – Clay Riley – R
District #73 – Amy Summers – R
District #74 – Mike Devault - R
District #75 – Phil Mallow – R
District #77 – Joe Statler – R
District #80 – John Williams – D
District #81 -  Steven Harris - R
District #82 – Debbie Warner – R
District #83 – George Street – R
District #84 – D. R. “Buck” Jennings – R
District #85 – John Paul Hott, II – R
District #86 - Bryan C. Ward – R
District #87 – Gary Howell – R
District #88 – Rick Hillenbrand – R
District #89 – Darren J. Thorne – R
District #90 – George Miller – R
District #91 – Don Forsht – R
District #94 – Larry D. Kump – R
District #95 – Charles “Chuck” Horst, Sr. – R
District #96 – Eric L. Householder – R
District #97 – John Hardy – R
District #98 – Paul Espinosa – R
District #99 – Wayne Clark – R



West Virginia
Farm Bureau

Young Farmers
& Ranchers

Fall Farm Tour
Saturday, October 1, 2022, 9:00 am

Roane & Jackson Counties

This year for the farm tour, we have tried to find farms to tour that are not your typical cattle 
farms. We have 4 to 5 different stops planned - Sweet Violet Farm & Creamery, Four Acre Farm, 
The Pumpkin Patch, John Crihfield Farms & Greenhouse, and King Cattle Company. Please RSVP to 
Miranda King (304)382-5065 or kingmiranda924@gamil.com by September 21, 2022. Dinner will be 
provided by Farm Credit of the Virginias on King Cattle Company’s Farm.

Sweet Violet Farm & Creamery is a specialty cut flower farm located at 8523 Spencer Rd - 
Leroy, WV. Violet raises flowers and sells them to local florists, so make sure if you order flowers, 
request local flowers. She also offers make your own bouquets for the public on Saturdays.  

Four Acre Farm is a family operated swine production farm in Spencer, WV. They offer quality 
swine for 4-H and FFA exhibitors and contract grow market pigs. Depending on the swine flu in the 
area, we will determine this stop.

The Pumpkin Patch is a pick your own pumpkin farm in Spencer, WV. With 13 different varieties 
planted this year, it’s hard to tell what you will find!

John Crihfield Farms & Greenhouse is a family owned and operated farm with twelve 
greenhouses and nearly seven hundred acres of land between two farms. Their products include 
various vegetables and fruit products, beautiful flowering porch pots, hanging baskets, perennials, 
bedding plants, potted annuals, and various vegetable plant starters for growing. They have been 
feeding WV families for over 60 Years.

King Cattle Company is a family operated beef cattle farm in Gandeeville, WV.  They specialize 
in direct marketing beef to local consumers.  
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THE VERMEER WAY
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MORGANTOWN
KING & SONS LLC

866-546-4429
kingandsonsllc@gmail.com

THE VERMEER WAY

FORAGE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR  CATTLE OPERATION. 

When it comes to hay and forage, harvest the Vermeer way. We’ve 
been leading the industry for more than 70 years by offering innovative 
products and features that are built with heavy-duty components to be 
durable and versatile on your operation.  Call or visit us to find out why 
farmers and ranchers just like you are switching to Vermeer.
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to find out why farmers and ranchers just like you are switching to Vermeer.
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875 Lincoln Way East • McConnellsburg, PA
(717) 485-3181 • www.mcconnellsburgmotorandimp.com

McConnellsburg  
SINCE 1939

WE HAVE THE BEST  
PRICING ON REPAIRS  

FOR ANY TRACTOR  
MAKE OR MODEL.

TRADES WELCOME!

TYM Tractor Sales & Service

Motor & Implement

With Models ranging from 
20hp to the 111hp BEAST 
T1104 Series 6 Utility 

Tractor, TYM has the 
tractor to fit your needs.  

Stop in and Stop in and 
check out  check out  
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1283 Joni Miller Road, Oakland MD 21550
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301.334.3977

Be confident your Investment will be there 
for your future generations!
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0 PERCENT.
0 DOWN.
0 HASSLE.

TRIED & TRUE
PERFORMANCE

*Offer valid from June 1, 2022 through Dec. 31, 2022 on new small (compact track loaders, compact wheel loaders, micro/mini excavators, skid steer loaders) and new compact (backhoe loaders, telehandlers, small dozers, small wheel loaders) 
Cat® machines sold by Cleveland Brothers. Purchase must occur during offer period. Offer subject to machine availability and credit approval by Cat Financial. Not all customers will qualify. Payments based on 36-month loan. Payments do not include 
taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, document fees, inspections, additional options, or attachments. In some areas, EPP might be sold separately from the CVA. Offer may change without prior notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. Additional 
terms and conditions may apply. Contact your Cat dealer for details.

©2022 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge” and Cat “Modern Hex” trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are 
trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. AT06062022

Call or click today

844.720.4CAT  |  www.ClevelandBrothers.com/ZeroDown

Durable, responsive and powerful. Husqvarna’s new pro series chainsaws 
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There are times that I sit down to write this 
column and I stare at a blank computer screen 
for ten, fifteen, sometimes even twenty minutes.  
This month is one of those.  I think back over the 
last month and there are a hundred funny stories 
I could tell, a few sad ones, a few deep ones.  How 
the dog got in a fight with a fox and we wound up 
with an emergency vet visit at 11 o’clock at night.  
Or I could write about my niece’s first sleep over 
where all she wanted to do was play with dolls 
and eat peanut butter.  Or a little surprise trip to 
Blacksburg, Virginia.  Or how one of my hens has 
turned out to be a rooster.  But what is on my mind 
the most is ice cream.

I have written about ice 
cream before.  And many 
of you already know that 
I like to help an amazing 
civic group sell ice cream 
at the State Fair of West 
Virginia each year (hello to 
any Maxwelton Ruritans 
reading this).  This year 
felt different somehow.  I 
missed being able to help 
last year due to illness; and 

of course, 2020’s fair was canceled completely.  So it 
has been three years since my last fair.  Three years 
that feel like yesterday and forever ago.

Fifteen years ago, a very dear former co-worker 
of mine at the USDA center in Lewisburg conned 
me into helping with some of the busiest shifts of 
the entire fair week - Friday and Saturday nights.  
He put me at the window thinking that I was smart 
enough to count money.  (Serious questions as 
to the accuracy of this.)  I had no idea what I was 
getting myself into; but this man was almost like a 
grandfather to me and he promised that I could eat 

as much ice cream as I wanted. And indeed, he was 
right!  I ate all I wanted, and sometimes more than I 
needed.  Any time I had a chance to sit down, a cup 
of ice cream was put in front of me.  “Eat something 
while you can,” I was told.  Far be it from me to let 
good ice cream go to waste.  One summer I tried 
every flavor in the freezer.

This summer was the first that I had worked 
since he passed away.  It was bittersweet; and it 
stung a little.  But it was so good to be with the 
rest of the crew.  We used to all live or work in 
Lewisburg.  Now some of us drive in from an hour 
or three hours away just to help.  They are my “fair 
family” and we always pick right back up where 
we left off.  Slinging insults, family stories, and ice 
cream like we never stopped.

I rarely see much of the fair except for what I see 
from the ice cream counter.  But that is ok, I don’t 
come to the fair to see the sights.  I come to the 
fair to see the people.  And I saw so many of you 
and enjoyed sharing stories in person.  It is truly 
humbling when you tell me you read this column 
every month.  There is tremendous power in the 
written word, but the craziness of the last couple 
years has, I hope, made us all realize how powerful 
it is to connect in person.  To hold our families and 
loved ones close.  To strengthen connections.  To 
renew old friendships. 

Indeed, this fair was bittersweet.  It made me 
realize how long three years really is, with a few 
very distinct absences of folks I always like to see 
and visit with.  But it also made me realize how 
three years is nothing but a blink of the eye.  

“Behold, you have made my days a mere 
handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing 
before you.  Everyone is but a breath, even those 
who seem secure.”  -- Psalm 39:5

 

God, Farming and
Sourdough Bread
          ...Stories from the Farm

Susan Wilkins Taylor
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Lewisburg, WV - The Mallow Family of Pendleton 
County was recognized as the 2022 Farm Heritage 
Award winner during Military Day, August 18th, at 
the State Fair of WV.

The WV Farming Heritage Award is sponsored by 
the West Virginia Farm Bureau and the State Fair of 
West Virginia, and is presented to a worthy family 
demonstrating a commitment to a rural lifestyle and 
involvement in their community while serving as a 
role model to others in the state of West Virginia.

A luncheon was held in the family’s honor, at which 
time West Virginia Farm Bureau President Charles 
Wilfong presented the award.  WV Department of 
Agriculture Commissioner Kent Leonhardt joined 
dignitaries from the State Fair of WV in remarks 
acknowledging the family’s accomplishment.

The family received an engraved stone by Stone 
Signs, LLC to signify the honor.

While portions of the farm have been in the family 
since 1884, it was during Morris and Sue Mallow’s 72 
years of marriage that Mallow Farms in Upper Tract 
was greatly expanded upon, with the help of their 
four children, Sharon, Donald, Bill, and Fred. 

In the early 70s, Donald started what would 
become a large hog operation. He also inherited his 
grandad O.R. Mallow’s herd of sheep, which he and 
wife Linda, grew into a much larger flock. The farm 
was also involved in the trucking industry for several 
decades. Today, Fred continues to drive truck for the 
farm, mainly hauling corn and cattle, when he’s not 
looking after many other aspects. Together, he and 
Donald both continue to work full-time as owners 
and partners of Mallow Farms, and Sharon tends to 
the record keeping and office management. 

While Donald’s four children, Michael, Phillip, 
Cassie, and Zebulun all grew up working and helping 

West Virginia Farming Heritage 
Award Winners

The 2022 Farming Heritage Award was presented to the Mallow family of Upper Tract. Family members at-
tending the State Fair of West Virginia to receive the award were, from left, front row, Everett and Ezra Boner; 

middle row, Easton Boner, Linda Mallow and Cassie and Eleanor Boner; and back row, Cindie and Philip 
Mallow, Kent Leonhardt (WV Commissioner of Agriculture), Charles Wilfong (WV Farm Bureau president) 

and Adam Boner. Family members not pictured are Fred Mallow, Sharon Morford and Donald Mallow.
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with the farming operations, currently his middle 
son, Phillip, works full time on the farm. Son-in-law, 
Adam Boner, also helps out each day with anything 
needed, especially with record keeping of the cattle. 
Donald’s three grandsons, Easton, Everett, and Ezra 
Boner eagerly help their Pawpaw, ride-along in 
whatever piece of equipment they can con their way 
into, and care for the many animals, as well.  

Through the years, the farm has seen many 
changes, developments, and additions. What once 
started simply as a common way of life for that time 
period, has evolved into the sole occupation for several 
family members. Today, the farming operations 
consists of cow/calf, stockers, finishing cattle and row 
crops in both Pendleton and Grant counties. 

West Virginia Farm Bureau was founded in 1919 
to provide leadership, education, information, 
training and economic services to county farm 
bureaus to enhance the quality of life for its 
members.  For more information on WVFB, visit our 
website at www.wvfarm.org. 

Dealer Imprint Area

CHECK OUT THE 
MASSEY FERGUSON 
GC1700, 1700E AND 
1700M SERIES
Lemon’s Farm Equipment

42 Lemon Lane, Parkersburg, WV
304-863-3469

www.lemonsfarmequipment.com

CHECK OUT THE MASSEY FERGUSON GC1700, 1700E AND 1700M SERIES

YOU’RE LIVING YOUR DREAM.
NOW YOU CAN DRIVE IT, TOO.

masseyferguson.us

You’ve always dreamed of owning your own farm, and being closer to 
the land. Now you’ve got it. And to work that land, you need just the 
right tractor: a GC1700, 1700E or 1700M Series compact tractor from 
Massey Ferguson®. Not too big. Not too small. With the versatility 
and ease-of-use to do the jobs that need to get done — from mowing, 
loading and backhoe work to snow blowing and hauling. Visit your 
Massey Ferguson dealer to learn more.

© 2018 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO® 
and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. MF18TK007CRv02



20   West Virginia Farm Bureau News

All soybean farmers, including you, are paving 
the way to your profitability. How? By pooling your 
resources through your soy checkoff. Learn how your 
soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns back to you 
and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Who replaced the petroleum in asphalt? 
YOU did. Take a victory lap.

(YOU)
©2022 United Soybean Board [61977-1 1/22]

Moving Soy Forward. 

Moving You Forward.

Noel’s Outdoor Power Equipment Inc.Noel’s Outdoor Power Equipment Inc.
7441 Sissonville Dr.7441 Sissonville Dr.

Charleston WV 25320Charleston WV 25320
304-984-3077304-984-3077

MTH 5100,  
18” BAR, 50.9CC, 
3.0 H.P.,  
2 YR. WARRANTY 
$259.95

MTH 4000,  
16” BAR, 38.9CC 
2.3 H.P.,  
2 YR. WARRANTY 
$219.95

MTH 5600,  
20” BAR, 54.5CC, 
3.5 H.P.,  
2 YR. WARRANTY  
$299.95

SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY LIVESTOCK EXCHANGESOUTH BRANCH VALLEY LIVESTOCK EXCHANGE
2022 SCHEDULE2022 SCHEDULE

Special Graded Feeder Sales
Saturdays at 10 a.m.

SPRING SCHEDULESPRING SCHEDULE
April 2nd

April 9th

April 16th

April 23rd

FALL SCHEDULEFALL SCHEDULE
Sepbember 24th

October 8th

October 15th

October 22nd

October 29th

November 12th

*Take In - Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.*

And join us friday, And join us friday, november 4november 4 for a  for a 
special cow sale!special cow sale!

For any additional livestock marketing questions, contact:
Gary Vance - 540.662.4889 - roger pratt - 304.257-3012

stockyards - 304.538.6050

Top Prices = Large Volumes.
We all hate long lines, 
but premium prices are 
worth the wait. We are 
working diligently to 
minimize wait times.

Special
Lamb and Goat Dates

April 13
June 29

August 31
December 14
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PLUG AND PLOW
Meet the e25

Compact Electric Tractor

703 WINFIELD RD
ST ALBANS WV 25177

304-721-2615
www.tractorproswv.com

800.919.FARM (3276) 
FarmCreditofVirginias.com

NMLS
#456965

• Homes
•
•
•

• Fences and roads
• Equipment
• Operating Expenses
• And much more!

Whether you own a large farm operation, plant a few acres or just want a dream house in the country, we 
want to do business with you. Call us today. We’re the experts in rural lending.

LOANS FOR:

Room to grow closer.
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Sweet Ideas for Celebrating 
Parents All Year Round
(Family Features) Regardless of the occasion, any excuse to celebrate moms and dads is a worthy one. 
From birthdays and holidays to regular weekends at home, one of the best gifts you can give them is 
time spent together. 
These recipes and more family-friendly breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert and snack ideas are 
enhanced by the satisfying texture and taste of apple. 
Try serving them as a tasty snack next time your loved ones gather for time together to watch an 
exciting family-friendly show like “Strawberry Shortcake.” Enjoy seasonal stories about her and her 
pals discovering hidden treasures while on vacation, encountering mysterious monsters and tangling 
with out-of-control spring flowers as she’s ready to “bake the world to a better place” all year round.

Apple Berry Salsa
Prep time: 15 minutes
Servings: 4-6

2  Envy Apples, cored and chopped
1  pound strawberries, hulled and chopped
1  pint blueberries
1/2  teaspoon kosher salt
2  tablespoons honey
2  tablespoons fresh lime juice
 tortilla chips, pita chips, apple chips or graham 
 crackers, for serving

In medium bowl, combine apples, strawberries, blueberries & salt.
In small bowl, whisk honey and lime juice. Pour honey and lime juice over fruit mixture. Stir together to combine. 
Serve immediately with tortilla chips, pita chips, apple chips or graham crackers, or refrigerate until ready to serve.
 

Apple Blondie Cupcakes
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 12

1 1/4  cups all-purpose flour
1/2  teaspoon baking powder
1/2  teaspoon kosher salt
1/2  teaspoon cinnamon
1/4  teaspoon nutmeg
1/2  cup unsalted butter (1 stick), melted and cooled 
1  cup light brown sugar, packed
1  teaspoon vanilla extract
1  large egg, at room temperature
2  Envy Apples, peeled, cored and 1/4-inch diced 
Preheat oven to 350 F. Line 12-count muffin pan with cupcake liners and set aside.
In medium bowl, whisk flour, baking powder, salt, cinnamon and nutmeg.
In large bowl, whisk butter and brown sugar 2 minutes, or until well combined. Add vanilla and egg; whisk until 
incorporated.
Add flour mixture to large bowl of wet ingredients. Stir until just combined; be careful to not overmix.
Fold in diced apples.
Spoon batter evenly into cupcake liners.
Bake 18-22 minutes, or until toothpick inserted into center of cupcake comes out clean. Let cool and serve.
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Monthly Puzzles with a Few Words of Country Wisdom Tossed in fer Good Measure!

August 2022 Solution

Come Sit
a Spell

CROSSWORD

Q.  Why did the football coach go to the bank?
A.  To get his quarter back.

Q.  What do you call a pencil with 2 erasers?
A.  Pointless.

Did You Know:
Johnny Appleseed’s fruits weren’t for eating
 Yes, there was a real John Chapman who planted thousands 
of apple trees on U.S. soil.  But the apples on those trees were 
much more bitter that the ones you’d find in the supermarket 
today.  “Johnny Appleseed” didn’t expect his fruits to be eaten 
whole, but rather made into hard apple cider.

Theme: Outdoor Fun
ACROSS
1. Relating to Vatican’s Francis
6.  Denouement
9.  HVAC tunnel
13.  Lesser Antilles destination
14.  Big Island necklace
15.  Truth without proof
16.  Luciano Pavarotti, e.g.
17.  Distressing acronym
18.  Acrylic fiber
19.  *Outing in a wagon
21.  *Overnighting outdoors
23.  “____ Te Ching”
24.  RC or Jolt
25.  Tax pro
28.  Lowest brass instrument
30.  *Alfresco meal
35.  Kaa’s warning
37.  This and that
39.  Extended family member
40.  “The Sun is ____ a Star”
41.  Namely (2 words)
43.  “The Parent Trap” child
44.  Renter’s paper
46.  H. H. Munro’s pseudonym
47.  Snaky swimmers
48.  Geisha’s garb
50.  Kids’ construction block
52.  Caustic chemical
53.  Display displeasure
55.  Blunder
57.  *S’more cooker
61.  *U-Pick destination
65.  Yahoo! message
66.  Hyperactivity acronym
68.  Relating to hilum
69.  To the point
70.  Make a pigeon sound
71.  Silly
72.  Ancient eternal life symbol
73.  H in British HMS
74.  Socially inept

DOWN
1. *Promenading route
2.  Atlas stat
3.  Small and weak
4.  Cut short
5.  Cowboy’s catcher
6.  Additional
7.  Opposite of paleo
8.  “Xanadu” music genre
9.  Village, mostly in South Africa
10.  Tangerine plus grapefruit
11.  Colloquial “Follow me!”
12.  NASA’s orange drink
15.  Master’s area
20.  Meryl Streep/Philip Seymour 

Hoffman 2008 movie
22.  *Climbing peak
24.  Fashion week stage
25.  *Sidewalk artist’s medium
26.  Mushroom caps
27.  Indian black tea
29.  Unwelcome reception, pl.
31.  Give a quote
32.  Handrail post
33.  In an unfriendly manner
34.  Incense without prefix
36.  Comme ci, comme ça
38.  *Nature walk
42.  Detroit mascot
45.  Store as fodder
49.  Not their
51.  Lady Slipper, e.g.
54.  “Lifestyles of the Rich and 

Famous” host
56.  Horny odd-toed ungulate, for short
57.  Between Phi and Kappa
58.  Bad luck predictor
59.  Police informer
60.  *Angling reward
61.  O in b.o.
62.  Having wings
63.  Military status
64. Squirrel’s nest
67. Rudolph’s Clarice, e.g.

CoW Cud...



Richard Grist, Broker

Land Sales Success – Built by the Acre

WE ARE #1 IN LAND AND FARMS SALES IN WV!
Mya and Hemi invite you to visit our website, FoxfireNation.com, to see 

why we are the leader in land and farm sales in West Virginia.


